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‘The French mail of 221d December, arrived 
in London on the 30ch inst. 


MISLKOROLOGICAL KER 








BIRTHS. 


At Shanghai, on the 10th instant, the wife 
of J. W. Ganpe, of a daughter. 


On the 11th February, at Ningpo, the wife 
of J. We Issocrst, of aon. 


DEATH. 
At Moukden, of diphtheria, Jony Fixpiay 
McFapyes, son of Rev. John Ross, aged two 
years. 





The Aorth-China Berald. 





" SHANGHAI, FRIDAY, FEB. 17, 1888. 


Tue trade of Corea during the last 
qnarter of 1887 shews again a con- 
siderable improvement, as is indicated 
in the subjoined table :— 
Report of Dues and Duties, October- 
Por “December Quarter’ 


1886 1887 
$31,072 $36,899 








863,277 $73,509 $91,183 











So that the trade of 1887 for the 
jiarter was about 24 per cent. better 
than that of 1886, and 44 per cent. 
better than that of 1885 ; the regularity 
of the increase being not the least satis- 
factory point. In Jenchuan there was 
a small gain in the export duty, but the 
chief improvement, amounting to nearly 
$10,000, was in the import duty. Ex- 
cept grey shirtings and nankeens, in 
which there was only a small falling-off, 
all classes of piece-goods, cotton and 
woollen, shewed a considerable improve- 
ment over last year’s import, and this 
improvement extended to metals, native 
sundries, and nearly all the foreign sun- 
dries. The exports of Jenchuan are not 
very important ; there was an increase 
in beans, rice, and silk piece-goods, and 
a falling off in hides, which declined 
from 5,491 to 3,309 piculs. The letter 
we published a few days ago from a 
visitor to Corea goes far to explain the 
scantiness of Corean exports. In Fusan, 
the improvement in the import duty 
amounted to nearly $8,000, the export 
duty being about $1,600 larger than in 
1886. Here also cotton and woollen 
piece-goods were imported in much 
larger quantlties, grey shirtings increa- 
sing from 43,950 pieces in 1886 to 
73,423 pieces, American drills and 
English twills appearing for the first 


| time in the table, and only figured 


shirtings and woollen and cotton mix- 








tures shewing a decline, and that a very 
trivial one. Metals and foreign and 
native sundries were also, with a few 
exceptions, imported in increased quan- 
tities. Fusan has a considerably longer 
list of exports than Jenchuan, the most 
important being yellow beans (77,299 
piculs against 43,045), cotton piece- 
goods (30,177 pieces against 17,787), 
hides (2,156 piculs against 2,484), rice 
(8,446 piculs against 10,914), and sea- 
weed (1,050 piculs against 1,879). The 
moderate jiaprovement reported in 
Yuensan was also in the import duty. 
All kinds of cotton and woollen goods, 
except grey shirtings (75,750 pieces 
agaiust $2,261), and unclassed cotton 
goods (3,844 pes. azainst 4,829), shewed 
an increase, 'I'-cloths, American drills 
chintzes, Turkey reds, English sheetings,» 
Jastings, and flannels, appearing for the 
first time in the table, and an experiment 
being made in the ine of copper ore 
(123 piculs), copper slabs (66 piculs), tin, 
in slabs, (67 piculs), and white metal (17 
piculs). ‘There was also a fair increase in 
the import of foreign and native sundries. 
‘The exports from Fusan are not of great 
value, and here also we note a falling-off 
in cow hides, which declined from 2,529 
piculs in 1886 to 699 picals in 1887. 
The following table of the movements 
of treasure- at the three ports shews 
how the excess of imports over exports 
is paid for; and it must be remembered, 
as we have pointed out before, that there 
is without doubt a considerable quantity 
of gold dust exported, that does not come 
under the cognisance of the Customs at 





Import. Exports, 
Gold. Silver. Gold. Silver. 
8 $ $ 
ve 82,431 1,688 
s. 109,623. ... 
9,910 219,849 750 
9,910 411,903 2,988 
There was therefore, on balance, an 
import of silver for the quarter, 
amounting to $7,522, and an export of 
Id to the value of $411,903; the latter 
ing, we may be certain, a serious 
under-statement of the real facts. The 
net result of a consideration of these 
returns is the gratifying conviction that 
notwithstanding all the drawbacks to 
which it is subjected, the trade of Corea 
has still life in it. For a dissertation 
on the causes of the fluctuations in the 
trade, we must await the annual rey 
published by the Customs, but, consider- 
ing how small a portion of it is done by 
foreigners in China, this sketch of the 
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returns will probably be found sufficient 
by our readers. Of course, it is impos- 
sible to tell from these figures whether 
this increase in trade is accompanied 
by a corresponding increase in profits. 
As fur as we know there are no foreign 
trade circulars published at Chemulpo 
Jenchuen) nor is there a foreign news- 
paper of any kind. It is therefore 
difficult. to tell whether foreign houses 
in China have been well advised in 
so completely ignoring as they have 
now done this dependency of China. 
It is not to be forgotten that the 
leading firm in China made a bold 
and sustained attempt, soon after the 
cowatry was opened, to establish a 
regular trade between China and Corea, 
and no doubt they had good reasons 
for abandoning it. How completely 
Europeans have withdrawn from the 
trade the recently published Hong List 
shews very conclusively. At two of the 
ports, Fusan and Yuensan, there is not 
a single foreigner engaged in trade, or 
a single foreign establishment re- 
presented. The trade of Fusan is 
entirely in the hands of the Japanese, 


the only foreiguers appearing in the 
Hong List being the Acting Com- 


missioner of Customs and his first 
assistant, and three of the members of 
his out-door staff. In Yuensan, for- 
cigners are represented exactly as much 
as in Fusan, but the Japanese here do not 
have the trade entirely to themselves, 
there being two firms of Chinese mer- 
chants in the list, a Chinese storekeeper 
and ships’ compradore, and 2 Chinese 
hair-dresser, Jenchuan (Chemulpo) has 
a few foreign residents, including two 
mercantile firms, one German and one 
American. Here also the Japanese are 
well represented, and there are some 
Chinese merchants. ‘Che proximity of 
Corea to Japan, and the fact that it has 
been left toa Japanese steamer com- 
any, the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, to 
ep np regular communication with 
the country, will easily account for the 
main portion of the trade having fallen 
into Japanese hands; and it is quite 
probable that the Japanese merchants 
are content with profits which would 
be inadequate for foreigners ; and that 
thms foreigners have been deterred 
from making any farther attempts to 
establish themselves at the ports. ‘There 
are plenty of them, however, at Seoul. 
‘Phere are two Legations, the Russian 
md the Japanese, though on what. prin- 
ciple legations are established in a 
country whose King owns himself to be 
on a level with a Chinese Viceroy, it is 
difficult to say ; two Consulates-general, 
the English and the German—to which 
the French has now to be added ; the 
Chinese Residency; a mnuwnber of 
“Royal Corean” establishments, Customs, 
Hospital, School and Mint, all officered 
by foreigners, as are the Telegraph 
Administration and the Royal Farm ; 
and there are three missionary establish- 
ments, the legal adviser to the Foreign 
Office and one of the Vice-Presidents of 
the Home Office, Mr. Denny, and sun- 
dry unattached foreigners, In fact, the 


foreign element in Corea is very dif- 
ferent from that in China; for in the 
Hermit Kingdom, though such repeated 
efforts were made by foreigners to open 
it to trade, the foreign trader is the rare 
exception. 





Summary of Hews. 


The English mail of 8th January arrived 
here on the 13th inst., by the P. & 0. Co.’s 
str. Clyde. 

A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the M.M. Co,’s str. Yangfse, 





LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
[BY EASTERN EXTENSION A, AND C. TEL, CO.] 
(THROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY.) 


RESIGNATION OF LORD DUFFERIN. 
London, 9th February. 

Lord Dufferin has resigned the Vice- 
royalty of India and Lord Lansdowne 
succeeds him. 

THE CROWN PRINCE. 

A sudden difficulty has occurred with 
the Crown Prince of Germany’s breath- 
ing and tracheotomy has been deter- 
sained on. 

Later. 


A successful operation in tracheotomy 
has been performed on tlie Crown 
Prince of Germany, who is doing well. 

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 
THE QUEEN'S SPEECH. 
London, 10th Feb., 1888. 

Parliament was’ opened by Royal 
Commission. ‘The ech from the 
‘Throne stated that the Great Powers 
gave assurances of friendly sentiments 
and an eamest desire for the preserva- 
tion of peace. 

Negotiations with regard to the Suez 
Canal were satisfactorily concluded. 
Estimates had been made to provide 
for the defence of the Coaling Stations, 

The results of the enforcement of 
the laws in Ireland were that ‘ian 
crime had diminished, and coercion and 
plotting abated. 

The commercial outlook was hope- 
ful. 





MR. BLAINE RETIRES. 
London, 13th February. 
Mr. Blaine has retired from candidate- 
ship for the Presidency of the United 
States. 
THE TONGKING CREDIT. 
London, 14th February. 
‘The French Chamber of Deputies has 
passed the Bill for the Tongking credits 
by a small majority of eight. M. Tirard 
said that the Government would not be 
answerable for evacuation. 
=e 
There was a heavy fall of snow on Satur- 
day and on Monday last here, and for some 
distance up country. Tt lasted the greater 
part of each of these days and as it has no 
doubt done much good, and came at a 
very propetious time—the New Year—the 
natives are in high spirits. 
The Despatch from the Viceroy of the 
which we publish to-day, on 
e ‘of the Woosung Bar, is 
sportant, as it officially jises the co- 
operation of the Coast-Inspector, whose 
advice it is to be hoped will be followed in 











the matter. 
The Directors of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation have de- 








cided to pay a dividend of 30s. per share 
for last half-year and to carry forward 
$20,903 to New Account. The General 
‘Meeting of Shareholders will be held on 
Saturday, the 25th instant. 

We are informed that a great fire broke 
out on the 28th December in Kuei-yan, 
Fa, the capital of Kueichow, and destroyed 
the houses of from 1,200 to 1,800 families 
and all the shops mn the Main Street. ‘The 
Governor has offered to give Tis. 10-to all 
the needy families that have been burnt 
out. 


‘The Swatow Correspondent of the Amoy 
Gacette, under date ord instant, states '—~ 
Snow was seen this day on several ranges 
of hills north of Swatow. These last two 
or three days have been wet and cold, I 
must'tell you that ice was being gathered 
around here by the villagers, who say it is 
& good antidote for fever. 

‘he sum of $160 has been forwarded to 
Hankow from Kiukiang by H.B.M. Con- 
sul, C. F. R. Allen, Esq., as a contribution 
from friends there to the Yellow River 
Inundation Fund. 

Tt is reported, says the Chinese Times, that 
the Imperial Chinese Government has re- 
considered its perverse action upon Tibet 
in the question of giving an amicable 
reception and safe conduct to the British 
Indian mission, that was to have gone to 
Ladahk and Lhassa to make some pro- 
visional arrangements for regulating the 
entry of Buddhist pilgrimages from ‘adi ‘ 
and the import and export frontier trade, 
No doubt the diplomatic action of Mr. 
Colman Macaulay, the special agent of the 
Indian Governent, lacked tuct, discretion,. 
intelligence even, and so far’ was unfor- 
tunate, as his ill-judged methods probably ~ 
excited groundless suspicions in Peking. 
If the negotiations hed been left to the 
more skilled methods of Mr. O’Conor, the 
British mission, probably, would have re- 
ceived a welcome entry. There is reason 
to fear that the Peking Government has 
ez too far, and that its evasive dealing 

tween Tibet and British India is endan- 
gering the Chinese suzerainty, 

A fire which burned very fiercely broke 
out in Seward Road Extension at about 
half-past seven o'clock on Friday night, and 
for a time defied the efforts of the firemen, 
At one time it look very much as if « large 
Pavashop close by would be destroyed, 

he danger was over at 8,30 but the fire: 
men did not leave the locality till some 
time later. Nine houses were destroyed, 
‘The origin of the fire has not yet been dis- 
covered. 

At 1 o'clock on Friday morning, Sergeant 
Kelly noticed smoke issuing from the house 
of the gardener of the Parsee Cemetery. 
He broke the door open and found the 
place so full of smoke that he had to beat 
a hasty retreat. On re-entering the place 
he found a man lying on a bed, but dead, 
while the bed clothes were smouldering. It 
seems the gardener had_ been suoking 
and after he fell asleep the bedding 
caught fire and he was suffocated. 

We have received from the office of the 
Messageries Maritimes the schedule of the 
presumed movements of the steamers for 
1888. The steamers are timed to leave 
here on Saturday throughout the year, and 
the monsoons are arranged for by there 
being only one week's interval after the 
departure of the steamer of the 14th April, 
and three weeks’ interval after the depar- 
ture of that of 22nd September. The time 
allowed by the schedule between Shanghai 
and illes is 34 days in the north-east 
monsoon, and 37 days in the summer. 

‘The German steamer Nierstein brought 
over the American mail on Sunday, but it 
was not delivered till Monday afternoon. 
We have been asked to give some explana- 
tion of this. It Spears that the Captain 
of the Nierstein, through his agente, sent * 
down to the Japanese Post Office the 
information that he had eleven bags of 
mails on board, but the messenger returned 
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to the office with the information that there 
was no one at the Post Office to receiv: 
the communication. At half past six p.m. 
the covlie was again despatched with the 
tame result. Gn ‘Monday morning, © 
Japanese Post Office coolie applied at the 
steamer agents’ oftice for the mail, and was 
told to apply on board the vessel for it. 
This he did, and took delivery at 2 p.m., 80 
that the mail was over a day in Shanghai 
before it was delivered, and the promp- 
titude of the officials at Nagasaki in putting 
this mail on board the Nierstein was 
nullified by the delay at Shanghai. 

‘The meeting of the China Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society, to be held in the 
Society’s Library at 9 o'clock on Weduesday 
evening next, promises to be unusually 
interesting. 'A paper by the President 
(Dr. F. Hirth), giving some details con- 
cerning the School of Asiatic Languages, 
founded in China as early as the commence- 
ment of the fifteenth century, will be read, 
and a valuable, well-preserved, old polyglot 
MS. will be exhibited. This work, but 
recently discovered by Dr. Hirth, is written 
in Chinese, in 24 volumes, and dates appa- 
rently from the Ming dynasty. It represents 
Vocabularies and documents in various 
Asiatic languages, some of them being 
almost entirely unknown, Among the 
specimens given in the work may be men- 
tioned those of Persian, Mongolian, Uiguric, 
Siamese, Burmese, and Sanskrit ; but the 
most interesting portion, perhaps, is the 
volume treating on the language of the 
Ju-chih Tartars, the ancestors of the present 
Manchu race, who appear to have had their 
own system of writing long before the 
Present Manchu writing was invented. The 

ju-chih text is written in characters derived 
from the Chinese, and the writing is not 
alphabetical, The work also gives examples, 
itten in the native alphabet, of the Pa-yi 
d Pa-pai tribes in Yiiunan. We under- 
nd that a similar MS. is to be found in 
the National Library of Puris, and it remains 
to be seen whether the one ferreted out by 
Dr. Hirth reveals any new discoveries, Tt 
should be added that the Asiatic Society's 
meeting is open to the public, 

We understand that so many of the 
copper wires of the Telephone Company's 
lines were broken by the recent snows, 
that Mr. Porter, the manager, has deter- 
mined to use silicium-bronze wires for the 
future. This compound metal has nearly 
twice the breaking strength of copper, and 
practically the same conductivity, 

We learn that no less than 1,309 visits 
were made to the Hongkew Reading Room 
and Coffee House last month. Many of 
the men who called there did so to be out 
of the way of the temptations of the public 
house, If they wanted beer, they could 
have it unadulterated, though it was never 
forced upon their notice. 

We are in possession of one of the num- 
erous lottery tickets that Shanghai dealers 
have been flooding the surrounding county 
with, O£ course these tickets would not 
Aeceive foreigners, but the natives are 

juently victimised. The ticket before 
us is numbered 5, and reads as follows :— 
“The drawing will taken from 
Manila Lotteries list and winning Nos. 
will be paced as endirsed at the of this tack 
dreker. Drawing 8th March, One tonsand 
eight hundred and eignty-eight.” One ticket 
has this by way of diversity “will be 
ie as kendirsed at the back of this 

er.” 























On Friday, Acting Chief Justice Mowat 
held a special sitting of H.B.M.’s Supreme 
Court for the annual revision of the jury 
list. Mr. J. Bradfield’s claim of exemp- 
tion to serve on the ground that he is a 
dispensing apothecary, was allowed. He 
also claimed exemption for his two assist- 
ants, Messrs. Watkins and Wheeley, on 
similar grounds, which application was 
allowed. Mr. S. McLeish and Mr. J. W. 
Mactavish were exempted on the same 
ground, Mr. Comelius Thorne applied to 

exempted on the ground of age, and 








stated that according to the law in Eng- 
land he would be exempted. His Lord- 
ship said there was no maximum limit of 
age prescribed under the Order in Council 
jand he would have to retain Mr. Thorne 
on the jurors’ list, The Court was then 
| adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on the 21st inst. 
‘The following numbers have won the 
| first three prizes in the Manila Lottery this 
month—16,668, 11,092, 17,896. 

‘A private letter from Focchow says that 
tigers have been making fearful ravages in 
the villages round about, and that a tiger- 
hunt was being organised. One village is 
| said to have lost two hundred lives in a 
ery short time, but in this statement there 
wold appear to be a cipher too many. 

‘The French Consul has communicated to 
us a piece of news that will be of value to 
all who are interested in horses, which 
comprises nearly the whole community. 
‘There will be on the 4th of March next a 
sale at Hanoi, Tongking, of one hundred 





they are probably acclimatised by this time, 
it is a good opportunity for those who want 
to improve their studs. 

In the fire in the native town at Yoko- 
hama, announced last week but the total 
extent of which was not then known, 1,124 
houses were destroyed, and about a dozen 
partially burned. 

Mr. C. V. Creagh, of the Straits Civil 
Service, has been appointed Governor of 
British North Borneo, 

‘A farewell address, signed by many of 
the members of the community of Hong- 
kong, was presented to Admiral Hamilton 
on the 10th instant in the Chamber of 
Commerce's room, City Hall, the Hon, P. 
Ryrie being in the chair. In his reply, Ad- 
miral Hamilton, who was as complimentary 
to the Colony as the signers of the address 
were, justly, to him, remarked that he was 
the oldest inhabitant of Hongkong, except 
Mr. Ryrie and Mr. Forbes, as ‘he dated 
back to 1857. 

In the case of Fraser-Smith and wife v. the 
Hongkong, Canton, and Macao Steamboat 
Company, Limited, judgment on the appli 
cation by the defendants for nonsuit of the 
plaintifis, was given by the full Court in 

fongkongonthedth instant. TheCourt held 
that there was suflicient evidence to justify 
the jury in finding that the late Secretary 
of the Company, Mr. da Costa, was author- 
ised to invite the plaintiffs to go on the 
trial trip ; and the verdict therefore stands, 
and judgment was entered for the plaintit 
for $2, Mr. Robinson, who appeared 
for the plaintiffs, applied for costs, which 
were granted. 

The following telegram from its corres- 
pondent at Hanoi, dated 30th January, 
appears in the latest number received of 
the Courrier «Haiphong -— 

Hanoi dressed with flags. Arrival of 
Governor-General yesterday at half-past- 
nine; fine rain. All the colony on the 
quay saluted M. Constans. The entire 
garrison, the bands at its head, and the 
Annamite authorities paying their respects. 

‘The chief officials and the interim Re- 
sident receive M. Constans and accompany 
him to the Residency-General. 

Official recoption; war; marine; resi- 
dency-general ; militia ; consular tribunal 
‘and assessors ;—M. Constans promises Ju- 
dicial reorganisation—the vice-resident for 
Hanoi ; the director of education i 
staff; the director of public wo 
chief paymaster of the treasury ; the direc: 
tor of posts and telegraphs ; the customs. 
Advisory chamber ; M. Constans promises 
to study with its members a budget which 
will allow them to be elected by their fellow- 
citizens. Chamber of Commerce ; 
Constans states in reply to M. Kvenig that 
he will put in execution as soon as possible 
the Laokai and Langson railways; “we 
have come to Tongking,”” he says, “to 
attract the trade of Yiinnan and the fron- 
tier provinces of China: to neglect the 
‘creation of direct roads would be an incon- 
sistency.” BM. Constana adds that it is his 























and forty French and Arab horses ; and as | 600 





intention to be accessible to every one, and 
that he will discuss with those interested 
ever question of interest to the colony ; “if 
Igo wrong then,” he says, ‘we shall all go 
wrong together.” 

If M. Constans acts up to his professions, 
and we do not doubt that he will, as far as 
Paris and his budget will allow him, the 
golden age has indeed begun for Tongking. 

‘The Times of Ceylon says that the tea 
plantation of Merriawaite has given the 
following yield 





092 Ibs. per acre. 
178 ” 





058 
“126, 
fi |, 57 acres in extent, 
which has never had any manure, and was 
planted in 1883 at stake, gave last season 
(Sanuary to December, 1887) 700 Ibs. per 
acre, whilst the whole yield of the estate 
over young and old tea was 184,695 lbs. off 
a plucking area of 307 acres, or equal to 
Tbs. per acre. ‘The Times does not 
suppose any other estate ean touch this 

‘eld. 

IM" Kxhlow's remarks that any fear of the 
adoption of bimotallism in Germany is 
Aissipated by the recent authorisation to 
the Reichsbank to crown 20,000,000 gold 
crowns (=half-sovereigns). The’ bimetal- 
lists had tried to induce the German gov- 
ernment to give up coining any gold pieces 
smaller than the double crown (sovereign), 
and withdraw from circulation all the 
smnaller gold coinage, replacing it by so- 
called “full value” silver coins. Thero was 
a strong demand for more 10-mark gold 
pieces, but the bimetallic conservatives 
were strong enough to prevent the govern- 
ment selling silver and coining the required 
crowns theinselves ; but when the Reichs- 
bank asked for leave to coin double crowns, 
the government requested them to coin the 
same value in crowns, as they are going to 
do, offering to pay the additional expense, 
he outlay is small,” says Kuldow's, ‘but 
it represents a nail in the coffin of bimetal- 
lism ;” and shews that the Reichsbank, 
which was at one time thought to be waver- 
ing, is at Inst convinced of the soundness 
of the presont system, and is prepared to 
back its convictions in’a very praiseworthy 
manner, 

The Globe points out a new danger to 
ships in. perforated iron maste:—In the 
course of the late official inquiry into the 
loss of the sailing ship Mthelitan, thers 
came to light-a source of unexpected danger 
in coal-laden craft. The vessel had a cargo 
of this sort on board, and, spontaneous 
combustion having taken place, all the 
efforts of the crew were unavailing to save 
her from destruction. But it surprised the 
taster and chief mate greatly to we flames 
issuing from the heads of the fore and 
mainmasts when the conflagation was still 
confined below deck. How could this hap- 
pen? The masts, being made of iron, were, 
of course, uninflammable, and the fire could 
not, therefore, run up them as it some- 
times does in’the case of wooden spars. 
But the apparent mystery was easily ex- 
plainable ; the lower masts were not only 
hollow, but had a number of perforations 
below deck for ventilating purposes. Con- 
sequently, when the cargo took fire, tho 
heated air rushed up these tubes, causing 
almost as thorough a draught as the chim- 
ney of a furnace. And with the air went, 
no doubt, a considerable volume of ignited 

‘Thus, in the very endeavour to guard 
against spontaneous combustion by improv- 
ing the ventilation of the hold, our mari- 
time architects have created a new peril. 
Now, however, that their attention has 

















‘M. | been drawn to the matter, their ingenuity 


will, no doubt, prove equal to the occasion. 
Te would not be very dificult, we should 
imagine, to devise some means of opening 
and closing the ventilating holes at will. 
Were this done, the master could have 
them hermetically sealed at the first alarm 
of fire, thus cutting off the up-draught in 9 


moment, 
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Misgellancous Articles. 


THE NEW VICEROY OF INDIA. 
‘Tue Marquis of Lansdowne, the new 
Viceroy of India, was born in 1845 and 
is therefore in the prime of life. He 


succeeded to the title in 1866, on the ¢ 


death of his father who was spoken of 
about that. time as a possible premier| 
who would reconcile the Adullamites | 


| of the way in which some of them get 
‘business was shown in the speech of 
| the counsel for the master of the Minis 
| ter of Marine in the Polive Court lately. 
‘The Receipts from License fees have 
‘been satisfactory ; jinrickshas having 
‘given Tis. 2,041, carriages Ts. 1,394, 
opium shops Tis. 1572 sundries, say, 
ls, 1500 more than the estimate, 
and native liquor sellers, water carts 
and wheelbarrows have given less. ‘The 


and the conservatives, a combination, 
which if it was seriously entertained, 
was prevented by his sudden death. 
‘Phe grand-father of the present Marquis 


was for a long period one of the leading 
‘Whigstatesmen and was highly esteemed | 
by his own party, his political opponents 
and the general public. He was Chan-| 
cellor of the Exchequer at 25 and after- ! 
wards held other high offices aud was | 
the friend of Macanlay, Moore, Sydney | 
Smith and many other men of letters. | 
'Dhe new Viceroy entered public life by. 
accepting in 1872 the office of Under- | 
Secretary for War in Mr. Gladstone's | 
first administration, and in the second, | 
which was formed in 1880, he became ! 
Under-Secretary for India, from whieh | 
post he retired in August of the same | 
year, being unable to support. the Irish| 


polic | 








f. In 1883 he accepted | 
the Governor-Generalship of Canada | 
and has performed the duties of this | 
high office with great success. ‘The 
Lansdowne family have been Whigs of 
the Whigs for generations, but the three 
last holders of the title have been very | 
moderate politicians, their opinions! 
being scarcely different from those of 
the Liberal ‘Conservatives, None of 
them have been distinguished by com- 
manding ability, but they have all been | 
men of independent aud sound judg | 
ment, and with the experience of affairs 
which the present Marquis has hd he! 
should make a good successor to the! 
Earl of Dufferin, aud is not at all likely 
to follow the dangerous course of the 
Marquis of Ripon. 


'THE MUNICIPAL REPORT. 


‘Tae Municipal Report and Accounts 
for last year and the Budget for 1888 
were issued yesterday. ‘The statement 
of receipts and expenditure for 1887 
presents satisfactory results; the in- 
comings showing a net increase of T'ls. 
14,507.33, which has been accumulated { 
from most of the sources of revenue. | 
‘Phe general Municipal rate on Foreign 
houses has given Ts. 704.19, and on 
native houses Tis. 4,769.06, more than 





; decreases on the estimated revenue 
| for last year were chiefly on Dues on 
| Merchandise Tis. 1,882.82, Land tax 
| Tls. 80.81, Local Post-office T's. 98.65, 
and on the items we have already men- 
tioned. Regarding the decrease in the 
receipts from Dues on Merchandise the 
Report says that the deficiency is to 
be attributed to the falling off in the 
shipments of silk and tea, the amount 
received on imports having been much 
the same as last year. ‘The expenditure 
has been some Tis. 5,300 over the 
Budget estimates, which has arisen from 
an increased outlay on outside roads, 
widening roads, bindings and stocks 
and stores. All these aggregate ‘ls. 
12,800, but the amounts expended on 
the Police, Buildings, the Defence Creek 
and Drainage, were ‘I'ls. 7,500 less than 
the estimate, leaving the net excess of 
expenditure for the year about ‘Ts. 
5,300. The total income of the Settle- 
ment last year was T'ls, 402,943.50. 
‘The disbursements ‘ls. $94,321.31, 
leaving a surplus of Tis. 8,622.19. The 
Council and the community are to be 
congratulated on having a substantial 
surplus two years running. 

nthe Budget for the current year 
the Council estimate the income at 'Tls. 
399,066.19, which includes the surplus 
and Tis, 40,000 which they recommend 
should be withdrawn from the Sinking 
Fund to pay off a part of the loan of 
1882. 'The Expenditure recommended 
is Tls, 398,854, which includes the above 
‘Tls. 40,000 and also Tis. 20,500 which 
they propose to pay into the Sinkin, 
Faw ie these” figures are adlopted 
there will be an unappropriated balance 
of Tis. 212.19. ‘Ihe rates for the prin- 
cipal items of revenue are proposed on 
the same scale as for last year, but the 
Council anticipates an increase from na- 
tive houses, and proposes to raise licenses 
for wheelbarrows from 400 to 1,000 cash 
per month. The net expenditure pro- 
posed, after deducting the amounts 
paid into the Sinking Fund: and 
appropriated to the payment of deben- 
tures, is Tis. 338,000 against Ts. 


the estimate, and the Council remark on | 331,000 for last year, arising partly from 
this latter surplus that this source of the police estimates being slightly in 
income is likely to go on increasing for excess of those of 1887, as provision 
some time,.as building on the Hongkew has ‘been made for 329 men against 
Settlement is rapidly extending.  Li-! 310, and the amount provided for claims | 
censes all show an increase, but con-/ for merit and deferred pay are also | 
sidering the character of some of the | higher. Public works are about the | 
tavems and drinking shops in Hongkew | same as in 1887, but it is proposed to 
and the evil which some of them do to expend Tis. 9,000 on concrete for the 
the seamen, most people would we are | Public Market, and Tis. 2,500 for a new 
sure wish to see the amount diminished | iron pavilion for the Band performances; 


which is derived from the sale of 
liquors by retail. There are at present 
too many taverns in Hongkew, and part | 





Volunteers, the Band, the Eurasian 
School and the French 01 ge are 
all provided for. ne 








The Council say that the ellicieney 
of the Volunteers, which had somewhat 
fallen off in 1886, appears to have im- 


| proved during 1887, thongh at the 


annual inspection in Spring it was still 
behind the standard of previous years. 
‘The artillery have been armed with car- 
bines and sword bayonets and the Light 
Horse have also been armed with car- 
bines during the year. ‘The Captain of 
Police reports favourably on the Force ; 
with few exceptions the conduct of the 
foreign men has been good ; the Indians 
have done their work in a fairly satis~ 
factory way and there is a general im+ 
provement in the manner in which the 
native members of the force are per- 
forming their duties, especially during 
the night. The native detectives also 
work fairly well, the Captain says, as 
the proportion of property recovered to 
the amount stolen will show—this was 
$26,000 to $38,000. Another com- 
parative table of arrests from 1884 to 
1887 shows a general and very con- 
siderable decrease in these, the only 
offences which show an increase being 
chiefly the peculiarly Chinese offences 
of squeezing and creating nuisances, 
both no doubt due to the influx of 
natives last year. The Report of the 
Health Officer is upon the whole 
favourable: there were more deaths of 
foreigners registered, but we should 
think that the foreign population in- 
creased last year, and if so the death 
rate per 1000 would not. be so high as 
it appears when calculated on the Census 
of 1885. The deaths by cholera were 
of persons whose avocations expose them 
to the sun in the autumn. he Health 
Officer says that foreigners who come to 
China should clearly understand that 
they for the most part run a distinctly 
increased risk of contracting small-pox, 
and that re-vaccination should be a. first 
care in every case in which it has not 
already been successfully done, which 
should be borne in mind by new arrivals, 
especially at this season, On the whole 
the rt and Accounts for last year 
coincide with what we recently said of 
the general prosperity of the port during 
last year, and the prospect for this year 
is satisfactory. 


THE SHIPPING OF ENGLAND, 
FRANCE AND GERMANY. 
‘Tux Times recently published an article 
setting forth the present position of the 
mercantile marine of Great Britain and 
the advance which has taken place in 
that interest during the last ten years, 
The shipping trade is in some respects 
the most important material interest 
that we possess. The gross receipts 
from this source are estimated at from 
45 to 50 millions, which is more, accord- 
ing to our contemporary, than our total 
net receipts from our Tailway working, 
considerably more than the gross an- 
nual value of our coal products, and 
almost as much as the present agricul- 
tural rent of the country as a whole. 
Taking it for granted that the figures 
in the Times are correct, we find a re~ 
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markable increase in the to1 of 
spaceaniele hee _ apt to 1886, 

ing mostly a period of t tomi- 
meri depression, But it-was also a 
period when shipbuilding of all kinds 
was carried on upon an unprecedented 
scale, at all events for some years. 
“In the year 1875 there were 1,942,197 
tons of steam tonnage on the re- 
gister, aud in 1886 3,961,746, and 
this notwithstanding that the quan- 
tity of registered steam tonnage fell off 
7,542 tons in the latter year. The 
increase in tonnage on the register in 
the five years ending 1885 was equal 
to the total tonuage on the register in 
1850, and, besides, the vessels con- 
structed in the latter period were of 
much greater efficiency than their pre- 
decessors, and were much more econo- 
mically worked. The total amount of, 
registered British tonnage in 1886 was 
7,321,825 tons of which 3,869,589 were 
sailing vessels, the percentage of sail- 
ing vessels to the whole being 46. 
“There has been a considerably r 
number than usual of sailing ships 
built during the last few years for 
the British Mercantile Marine, and 
in one year the tonnage of sailing 
vessels so built actually exceeded the 
tonnage built for steam.” A state- 
ment shewing the tonnage of sailing 
and steamships on the registers of the 
principal countries of the world in each 
of the years, 1875 and 1885, gives the 
following results :-— 


1875. 1885. 
ited Kinglom...426 percent, of total. 
z UT 

8 
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In the case of the United States the 
over-sea trade only is taken. Of the 
steam tonnage of the world the United 
Kingdom owned 65 per cent. in 1875 
aud 67 per cent. in 1885. In the 
percentage of national and foreign ships 
cleared in the principal maritime nations 
of the world England has improved her 
ition during the same ten years, so 
ave Germany and France bué not to 
the same extent, while Italy and the 
United States have fallen off in this 
respect. ‘The bounty or premium which 
the French Government has offered to its 
shipowners for the ten years from 1881 
has had the effect of rapidly increasing 
their national mercantile marine. A Lon- 
don contemporary says on this point:— 
Tu 1881 it consisted of 387 steamers of 
270,717 tons; and 3,143 sailing-vessels 
of 606,141 tons. By 1884 the steamers 
had increased to 493, of a tonnage of 
. 490,559, while the sailing-vessels had 
decreased to 2,343, of 431,495 tons. 
‘This inicrease and decrease were sustain- 
ed during the following year, though 
in 1886 there was a ig it check, so 
that in the beginning of 1887 the 
steamers numbered 468, of 494,023 
tons, and the sailing-vessels 2,136 of 
385,631 tons. Since 1881 it will be 
seen that while the sailing-vessels have 
decreased by 1,000 in number and 





$20;000 in tonnage, the steamers have 
increased by 80 in number and by as 
much tonnage as the siiling-vessels 
have lost. ‘The steam mercantile navy 
of France is next greatest to that of 
England, which still ten times 
more steamers and eight times more 
tomnage. ‘The greatest increase of 
French vessels has been in the Transat- 
antic and colonial traffic. ‘The position 
of the German mercantile marine during 
the same ten years has been stated by 
the Imperial Statistical Bureau at Berlin 
and we find it thus epitomised in the 
Shipping Gazette :—Upon the Ist of 
January, 1886, the German merchant 
fleet, including all vessels of over 50 tons 
burden, consisted of 4,135 vessels, with 
acarying capacity of 1,282,445' tons 
of merchandise, aud though there had 
been a decrease of 525 in the number 


of vessels since 1881, there had been | a 5 


an increase of over 100,000 in their 
total tonnage. ‘The decrease was entire- 
ly confined to sailing-vessels, of which 
there were 775 fewer in 1886 than 
1881, with a total tonnage of 104,000 
tons; whereas there had been an increase 
of steamers, Estimating, therefore, the 
value of a steamer for carrying purposes 
as three times that of a sailing-vessel 
of the same capacity, it will be seen 
that the German merchant navy was 
31 per cent. stronger in the beginning 
of 1886 than it was five years before. 
The total number of vessels entering 
and leaving German ports in 1886 was 
121,358, with a carrying capacity of 
20,399,694 tons, as against 102,642, 
with a carrying capacity of 15,410,019 
tons, in 1881; while the number of 
voyages made had risen during the same 
period from 57,233, to 67,925. 


REVIEW.* 


‘Tuts is another of those novel and audacious 
literary transformation scenes by which M. 
de Lacouperie contrives to keep the craving 
for novelfy alive in Locrion. ‘The fact upat 
which the Professor builds his theory ; the 
properties, in other words, by the aid of 
which the wizard produces his effects, 
are wonderfully simple and slender. A 
few lists of Lolo, Miao-tsz, Li, Yao, 
Fan, Gyarung (Tibetan), and other tribal 
words made by various travellers in China, 
with no specimens whatever of sentence 
construction, are sufficient to luce & 
series of groups “1, 8, 5, 8, IIL,” and so 
on, of ‘ideological indices’; and charges 
of ‘phonesis, morphology, and sematology 
are then brought against those savage if 
unconscious conspirators to impoverish and 
uuutilate the Chinese tongue. The theory 
that the first Chinese immigrants were & 
“dozen or so of Bak tribes” appears to 
be supported solely by two pieces of evid- 
ence ; to wit, one positive and the other 
negative. Tlie positive evidence is that 
Bagdad and Bactria sound very like Bak or 
Pak, the Chinese word for ‘a hundred” ; 
evidence is that the 
c rod pak oF peh a bundsed,” 
is somewhat foolishly supposed by ordinai 

mortals to scbeally’ caeee et hanitea? 
whereas its real meaning is Bak or ** Chi- 
nese,” and its secondary and degenerate 
meaning only ‘‘a hundred.” The archaic 
inscriptions on the rocks of the Upper Yeni- 
sei, which the Professor thinksmay be traces 
of their (the Baks’) passage eastwards, are, 


By ferdea de China me the 














* The 
Chinese. 





as he says, still undeciphered, and therefore 
it would be rash to say that they are cer- 
tainly not what M. de Eacouperie suggests 
they may be. But 2,000 ‘ago the 
Chinese pursued the Scythians to a spot 
near Urga, which the Manchu conquerors 
thought"in the seventeenth century they 
recognised as one of the spots where battles 
had been fought under the Han and T'ang 
dynasties; aud in all cases the Chinese 
vietors left records of their achievements 
carved upon the rocks ; and therefore it is 
preferable to imagine that these relics are 
accounts of actions recorded in history of 
positively existing men, M. de Lacouperie’s 
new book bristles. with references tu other 
works, most of them touching upon. Akka- 
dian, Babylonian, and other “affinities” 
with’ Chinese “mythical kings,” and such 
like intangible subjects, and alludes to the 
“ discovery, important for the philosophy 
of history” that ‘we are now enabled to 
identify the [Chinese] writing as a derivate 
of the cursive cuneiform style. ‘In ordoe 
to make it more accessible, however, I will 
soon put forward all the proofs together in 
ial book.” This is another instance 
of how M. de Lacouperie tantalises the 
expectation of those who would be his 
sincere adiirers if they could only honestly 
see their way. First the gorgeous spectacle, 
then the promise to shew us how it is all 
done. “Ihave established, I think, be- 
yond doubt,” says M. de Lacouperie, *'that 
the Yh-king is nothing less than a collection 
of old fragments * * * whose original 
meaning has been lost sight of” ; and yet, 
notwithstanding this, “indices” 2, 3, 6, 7 
implying a syntax’ IV or V" are din- 
covered in parts of that ill-used work. It 
is necessary to remind M. de Lacouperi, 
however, that he arrived at his Judgment 
about the meaninglessness of the Yh-kiny 
by favouring us with a number of al eged 
translations of portions, which particular 
portions have still a plain meaning to the 
‘most average student of Chinese ; andwhich, 
in any case, mistranslated as they were by 
M. de Lacouperie, are still adduced by him 
as evidence of something which he would 
like them to mean. It is this blowit 

hot and cold with the same breath whic! 

makes us so very incredulous about his 
discoveries. In the paragraph or sec- 
tion treating of Aboriginal Languages in 
Chinese History we are reminded by him of a 
child, (mentioned in Williams’ Dictionary), 
named Teu or Ton, whose cognomen was 
now-rout' or “suckled by a tiger.” The 
“*Taic-Shan vocabularies” are now paraded 
toshew that dut means “suckle” in Siamese, 
and “ tiger” is htso, to, or su. Now here 
is a chance to test M. de Lacouperie's 
accuracy. We find first that the child’s 
family name was Ton, that he was the son 
of Tou Peh-pi, and that the character now 
“* milk” is alternatively read kou. But M, 
de Lacouperie transfers the child’s family 
name Tow to the piece of kow, which last 
is the first sound of a character which may 
as an alternative also be pronounced noi, 
Thus by this substitution we get tou brought 
into juxtaposition with dut, which certainly 
Jovks better to an outsider than if kow 
or now were derived from or associated 
with the same word. But this is not 
all. What object (say we to ourselves) can 
M. de Lacouperie have in thus preferring. a 
tow toa kow; or, assuming that it was an 
accident, how account for his eager care- 
lessness? At last we come upon what looks 
like the explanation. On paye 64 tou is 
quoted in alist of Siamese and KwangSiTaic 
words as a prefix to such words as fou-pert, 
toucmet “father,” “mother,” andany one noe 
on his guard might have thought that the 
ancient tou of Ts‘u State (which, however, 
turns out to be kou or kav} might possibly 
be(not milk” or “suckle,” as distinctly 
stated, but). prefix to personal names then 
in China, as it is now in “* Taic-Shan” and 
Siamese. But nowanother curious discovery 
takes place. “Mr. Mayers points out that 
in the region-of Wu (Kow-wu)and Yiieh (of 
which Kou-tsienwas King) Kou was used as a, 
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sort ofprefix. Here, then, surely, was a good 
opportunity to compare the Ts‘u word kow 
mill,” or “suckle, with the Yiieh prefix, 
if M. de Lacouperie had not, accidentally or 
otherwise, preferred to call it tou. But it 
would have been miore difficult to connect 
Wu-yiieh (Shanghai) with Siam than Ts‘u 
(Hu'Nan), and therefore this opportunity 
is not taken, Moreover, M. de Lacouperie 
has described the Wu-yiieh prefix as 
in three places, one of which is Kon-ngu 
(i.e. Kowon) which place name he applies 
toa king, with the remark that the finals 
‘ngtt and ngao (what nguo, where ?). are 
“singularly suggestive of a known adjective 
meaning ‘great”” (what adjective, by whom 
known). Thus it will be seen that, 
wherever M. de Lacouperie commits him 
self to specific instances which we can 
hunt up, we find, in this ease as in the case 
of his work on the Yicking, that he is 
either astoundingly careless, astoundingly 
credulous, or astoundingly audacious and 
able in the wizard’s art. 

It is impossible tu even attempt to do 
general justice to M. de Lacouperie’s work, 
for the simple reason that these is nothing 
to get hold of. Why should the fact 
that lific is the word for “tiger” in Cheng, 
Wei, and other ancient Chinese states be 
compared with the fact that the Cantonese 
word is lof, when the Chéng and Wei word 
is still luo-hu? Why should he tell us that 
Ki, tsi, and chi are are all pronounced chi 
now in Pekingese, when we know perfectly 
well that ki aud tsi become chi, and that 
chi becomes chi,—a very different sound? 
Though it may be impossible to follow M. de 
Lacouperio into the mazes of Mon-Khier, 
‘Taio, Kuenlunic, Formosan-Sideyie, Indone- 
sian, Lolo-Naga, &c., it is a fact’ that in- 
stances like the above, which can be veri- 
fied, alniost invariably point to the co: 
sive that his evidentiary statements are in- 
correctly cited and not to be depended upon. 
‘Take, for instance, the section’ on “The pre- 
Chinese Aboriginal Indonesian,” where 
find the Sia-bo, Foochow, and Hakka dialects 
all contrasted with Chinese. The first 
noticeable thing is that ji niouy-giang and 
diang-bno-giang are_given as ‘the 
girl” and 5 
vords being bio nyitk jot and teh iony bu 
Jui. Now, (making allowance for the eccon- 
tric spelling of the Rev. F. Olinger, from 
whom M. “de Lacouperie derived his 
formation), it may be pointed out that chii- 
aiong-Liang is the Foochow word for *girl,” 
tus chil-niong-ndng is for “woman” ; just as 
tong-po-kiang i the Foochow word for “boy” 
aud tong-po-udny is for “man.” On the 
other hand, such words. brny-nyitk.js and 
ehtiong-bu-joi positively do not exist in the 
Foochow language, so that it is plain that 
M. de Lavouperie has, by accident or care- 
lessness, transposed the two! This is 
very serious matter when the instauces 
given are or m’ght be the essence of the 
evidence upon whieh M. de Lacouperie 
builds his theory. The Sia-bo, Hakka, and 
Chinese kivk “a foot,” are contrasted with 
the Foochow k*a; but the Foochow word is 
also kiok, only that they use there for 
colloquial purposes another separate word 
Kw, So, alsv, the Fuochow word teh‘io I 
“a house” exists together with the word 
ok or owk, and may not properly be con- 
trasted with the Hakka and Chinese tcul: 
The Sia-bo skiony, Foochow sung, and 
Chinese ch‘uen $¥ are all in order, and the 
Hakka word is shon, just as the Cantonese is 
ahiin,—both perfectly regular,—but we are 
told that the Hakka word is ¢'yany, where- 
us the entirely separate word ting, eng, 
titany $a boat” is common to all the 
dialects mentioned. The Foochow and Hak- 
ka dialects have both within the past 
‘ten years, been thoroughly overhauled and 
examined, and reduced to one common 
denominator or basis of spelling, so as to 
clear off as mich confusion as possible. 
It is more than probable, as has been 
pointed out in the China Revieto, that both 
‘he Hakka and Foochow dialects contain 























































e | couperie’s last work is not a mosaic wi 


the remains of ancient aboriginal words, 
as M. de Lacouperie suggests ; but it is most 
important that such alleged words should 
be carefully distinguished from the regular 
local forms of pure Chinese words, and 
that, when given at all, they should be 
given to the right dialect, and not to the 
wrong one. : 

The next startling thing we come to is 


m | that the Pan-yao tribe of modern Canton 


had its capital Thatun wrested from them 
by the Peguans.” This place M. de Lacou- 
rie informs, us was in the Gulf of Marta- 

, and he identifies it with the port of 
Ta-tan, mentioned by the Chinese about 
A.D.L., and “afterwards cor ipted in Chi- 
nese phouology into Ta-ts'in.” This as- 


tounding announcement is supported by a | 


reference to M. de Lacouperie's work The 
Sinim of Isaiah not the Chinese. 

‘The amoral that is drawn from all this 
and 200 pages of similar inconsecutive talk 
is that, though ‘material is wanting 
for the study of fifty out of the fifty-five 
Ianguages nientioned,” the results of M. de 
Lacouperie’s ‘‘linguistic and other resear- 
ches, shew that Chinese greatness from au- 
tiquity was simply a fabulous legend, and 
that there is no such thing asa great an- 
tiquity and purity of type of the Chinese 
language.” 

‘he moral which we beg to draw is this. 
Competent students of Chinese have proved 
between them that there is complete homu- 
geneity in all Chinese dialects throughout 
the Empire, there being an_ infinitesimal 
admixture of aboriginal or foreign words 
un the sea coast and in the north where a 
few Tartar words have been adopted. Be- 
yond making lists of « few individual words 
travellers have done nothing whatever with 
the Lolo, Miao-tsz, Yao, Gyarung, Fan, or 
Li languages of China, though more recent 
visitors have satistied themselves that cer- 
tain tribes in Kwang Si are not Mino-tsz 
as usually called, but Shans. de La- 

ha 
definite pattern, but a kaleidoscope which, 
unless twirled about so as to produce an 
illusion, consists of nothing more than 
loosely: aggregated bits of yaudy glass. 

M. de Lacouperie ives lists of Pab-i and 
Pah-peh [sih-fu) words from Paris manu- 
script No. 986, ‘This manuseript is men- 
tioned by Rémusat as having been sent to 
Europe in 16 volumes by Pére Amiot, and 
a still more incomplete copy exists in the 
Library of St. Petersburg. Probably the 
only porfect copy known to Europeans is 
that in the possession of Dr. Hirth of 
Shanghai; it is also in manuscript, and 
undoubtedly dates from the Ming dynasty 
The history of it is this, as ascertained by 
Dr. Hirth from the lopiedic 

n Chi-ch'ény. From an- 

Chinese Court always had 
ial College, and this was re- 
organized in A.D. 1407 by the Ming Em- 
peror Yung-loh, under the name of the 
Sei Kican. The manuscript work in the 
ion of Dr. Hirth is called the Hinwi- 

is This 




























































is undoubtedly the 
which Rémusat says was the result of 
K'ang-hi’s sending young men to tribute 
states in order to study the languages and 
customs of the countries. Of the 16 
volumes mentioned by Rémusat 8 are 
vocabularies and the other 8 (which are not 
cloarly stated to be in Paris) are addresses 
to the Emperor with Chinese translations. 





| stance fu is * heaven ” 





The fourth is Tibetan or The fifth 
Arabic. The sixth, Pah-i, looks very like 
Tibetan written perpendicularly instead of 
horizontally. The seventh is Pah-peh, 
and looks more like Burmese. ‘The 
ninth is Siamese. ‘The tenth Uigur. The 
eleventh is a Tibetan supplement. The 
twelfth an Arabie supplement. The thir- 
teenth aud fourteenth arePah-i and Burmese 
supplements. The fifteenth is a Pah-peh 
supplement. The sixteenth a Sanskrit 
8) . The seventeenth volume con- 
ists of tribute addiesses in Uigur, with 
Chinese translations, sent to the Ming 
Emperors from Hamil, Ho Chou, Turfan, 
Liu Ch‘éng, K‘ih-sien, ete, The eighteenth, 
of similar addresses in’ Mongolian from To- 
en, Ful-yi, Mao-lien, Kien Chou, Wa- 
wn, and other places in Mongolia, ‘The 
nineteenth of Nuchén addresses, mostly from 
Hai-si, a place which (according to the P‘ing- 
ien) was in Lino-tung, and the 
realm of the Ju-chik Shwi-tuh-tah, which 
seems to mean Nuchén, of the coast. The 
twentieth (a set of addresses) is called Si- 
fan, but the words do not at all correspond 
with the Menia (Si-fan) words given by Mr. 
Buber, whereas they do correspond. with 
‘Tibetan. ‘The twenty-first volume consists 
of addresses in the Pah-peh character from 
the Chitty, Lao-hium, Méng-kén, Méng-loy 
and other Burmo-Yiinnan tribes, ‘The 
twenty-second consists of addresses in Pah-i 
character from the Méng-lien, Méng-yang, 
‘Mub-pang, and King-tung Fu tribes.” ‘The 
twenty-third volume consists of addresses 
in Arabic from Arabia, Samarkand, Tur- 
fan, Hamil etc., all addtessed to the’ Ming 
Eurporurs. ‘The twenty fourth consists of 
Siamese addresses. “As there are no 
Burmese addresses, it seoms more probable 
than ever that Burma never did sent tribute 
to China, at least under the Mings. 


























M. de Lacouperie’s list of Pah-peh and 
Pah-i words is taken from . the first 
pages of volumes 7 and 8 For ine 


in both Janguages 5 
but Mi. de Lacouperie Ins ‘evidently in 
some cases taken the Chinese sounds with- 
out studying the native alphabet; for 
instance, YX the Chinese sound for the 
Pab-peh word meauing “cloud,” is m-o-k 
aceo to the alphabet, and not mo as 
written by M. de Lacouperie, Ou the other 
hand fu gf the sound for “heaven” 15 
spelt fa, and not fur-p, nor feat. 

Now, without, “inventing extraordinary 
theories about the mysterious Buk tribes, 
and the still more mysterious Teru country of 
thousands of years ayo, M. de Lacouperie will 
tind in this one Chinese book almost all the 
waterial he wants for the proper elucida- 
tion of his theory. Burmese, Sinuese, 
and Shan are all given there, both in 
their native character and in’ Chinese. 
There is not the faintest doubt about the 
genuineness of the book, for it is perfectly 
easy to identify Kiwh-rh-po as rialbo in 
Tibetan ; pact i-she-héh us padishah in 
Arabic or Persian; arslan,” “lion,” i 
Mongolian ; chao, khom, phru in Siamese ; 
mingin, timan, morin, Soko (Solyo mean 
“Corean”) in Nuchén (i.e, Manchu); and so 
on with all the rest. Not only that, but we 
have the dates of the events which cor- 
respond with historical dates ; the whole 
thing is 400 or 600 yearsold, so that we can, 
if necessary, compare the sounds with thoeo 
of to-day. 

‘The dialects of China have been studied, 











OF the complete 24 volume copy dis- | and are tobe found in published dictionaries. 


covered by Dr. Hirth, the first volume is a 
Mongol vocabulary of Mongol words, with 
the Chinese meanings and the sounds in 
Chinese characters. The second is Burmese. 
The third is the most interesting of all, 
and is evidently either Kitan or Niichén,— 
probably the latter. The native characters 
are made up purely from the Chinese, and 
consist of pure Chineso characters of few 
strokes, either minus or plus 2 stroke, 





or otherwise dis! 3 not used either 
alphabetically or syllabically, but in a way 
not quite apparent without closer study. 





Moreover’ they have been tabulated and 
compared, and it has been found that there 
is very little foreign admixture of any sort, 
and what little there is can almost always 
be traced. There is no apparent reason 
for going one inch beyond Chinese history, 
which shews step by step how the Chinese 
have gradually edged out the different 
Shan, Miao-tsz, Tibetan, and other 
tribes from that part of China south of the 
Yangtsze. In anost of the provinces there 
are a few remnants of old tribes left, ey, 
the Tomin, Kou-t‘ou, Zik‘s, Siabo, Yao, 
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and Miao of Ché Kiang, Fu Kien, Hu Nan, 
anJ Kwang Tung, with, in larger and more 
independent numbers, ‘the Lolo, Shan, and 
Mino-tez tribes of Yiimnan, Kwei Chou, 
and Kwang Si. ‘The Chinese histories have 
never concealed the fact that the Chinese 
arenot the aborigines, but have displaced the 
barbarians, and of course before the bar- 
barians were displaced they spoke their own 
la . There is not a scrap of evidence 
to shew that the Chinese language is not, at 
leastnineteen twentiethsofit, ahomogeneous 
‘whole, China having absorbed (as can be seen 
in the faces of different types to-day) and 
assimilated the barbarians who would not 
take to the mountains, go away, learn Chi- 
nese, or perish. 

‘M. de Lacouperie’s introduction to Mr. 
Colquhoun’s Amongst the Shans, called the 
Cradle ofthe ‘Shan Race, is. thoughtfully 
written and suggestive, and if it were not 
for the rash nonsense about the Bak tribes 
and Teru, it might be worth while to con- 
sider the question of the Tek, the Mow, the 
King, the Tai-shan, ete., on the lines 
traced by M. de Lacouperie ; but his 
methods are so unsound, his evidence so 
carelessly put together, his theories so 
sauguine, and his imagination so far ahead 
of his facts, that the requisite amount of 
confidence is not inspired. The Athenon, 
like M. de Lacouperie himself, speaks of 
his discoveries as having been uccepted 
beyond doubt. We doubt of any sinologi- 
cal student of well-tested reputation can 
‘be found to consider M. de Lacouperie’s 
theories seriously at all when they trench 
on the field of that which is best known to 
them—sinology. 











REVIEW.* 


Tue February issue of this Journal is not 
a very exciting one, but it opens with a 
remarkable article by the Rev. Arthur H. 
Smith, Struck by the papers published not 
long since by Dr. Nevius on ‘Methods of 
Mission Work,” and hardly believing it 
possible that Dr. Nevius could really etfect 
the Christianising work which he claimed 
to have done with such inadequate means, 
Mr. Smith determined to examine that 
work for himself, in company with Mr, 
Porter ; and this article, which is called a 
“Side Pight on Missionary Spina in 
Central Shantung,” is one of the results 
of that examination. Briefly stated, Dr. 
Nevius’ claim was that he eatablished 
a group of “ ‘self-supporting, self-govern. 
ings au wolf-propagaing churches,” with a 
very little machinery other than a 'missio: 
ary, « wheelbarrow, a Bible, a hymn-bock, 
and a book of records.” Mr. Smith and 
his companion were only able to examine a 
small portion of Dr. Nevius’ field, to make 
the circuit of which would require 1,000 li 
to travel, but they visited ten stations out 
of about fifty, and chose for their purpose 
the most distant and inaccessible. As far 
‘as they knew, their coming was entirely 
unexpected, and they took the stations as 
they were, and os they had been. There 
is no disposition on Mr. Smith's part to 
colour his reports, in fact there is a sub- 
dued tinge of incredulity running all Shrougt 
the article. When he encounters back- 
sliding he does not suppress it: he finds 
that Dr. Nevius’ are much like other native 
churches: ‘There has been the same 
steady pressure to make gain of the 
missionary, the same thirst on the 
part of Headers of sets to. ‘ pool issues,” 
+ the ‘same attempt to use Christianity 
‘as a make-weight in law-suits, the same 
instances of family and neighbourhood per- 
secution, and at times the same extinction 
more or less complete of a promise once 
‘bright, with which we are all but too fami- 
liar. ‘Promising men’ have proved not to 
be performing men, and men of flourishing 
talent were di to cultivate their 


* The Chinese Recorder and Missionary 
Journal, February, 1888. Shanghai ; Am- 
erican Presbyterian Mission Press, 





























‘faith talent,’ with an eye single toward 
becoming ‘selected men,” being disappoin- 
ted in which ently marched off, 
taking their talent with them. The scholar 
to whom the Presbyterian Hymn Book 
owes one of its finest hymns, endeavoured 
to combine the composition of Christian 
hymns with the sale of Chinese maidens, 
bought cheap in time of famine, to be kept 
as concubines. 

‘The first curiosity that struck Mr. Smith 
in Dr. Nevius’ churches, was the system 
by which, by the use of curves, crosses, 
siraight lines, rightangled and’ isoseles 
triangles, a complete record is kept of the 
church-attendance of every member, if he 
did not attend, why, and whether he spent 
a part or the whole of his Sunday at church, 
and what portion of Scripture he had 
on that occasion committed to memory 
or reviewed. Next he found among the 
members of the churches a quite unusual 
acquaintance with the Scriptures, which 
has been often acquired under the greatest 
difficulties, as in the case of a blind fortune- 
teller, who learnt the gospel of St. Matthew 
from having the characters described to 
him by his daughter, a git] of fifteen, who 
had never learnt to read. We are not 
quite sure that there is not a twinkle in 
Mr. Smnith’s eye, when he tells us that, at 
one of the stations he visited:—The 
visible church consisted of an old man of 
eighty-three, blind of one eye, a man of 
middle age quite blind in both eyes, and a 
third so deaf that he is impervious to 
thunder, and can be communicated with 
only by writing. These three meet re- 
gularly, in the face of much opposition, 
and it was touching to hear them sing a 
hymn, with demi-semi-quavers of their own 
device. ‘The men of promise in this station 
have all fallen off, leaving this feeble band, 
barely enough to claim the fulfilment of 
the promise to two or three.” Yet. these 
three old men proved their sincerity by 
subscribing 600 cash to fund for 
evangelists. Aud this readiness to con- 
tribute from their scanty means is a mark 
of all these churches. Another remark- 
able thing about them is the extent to 
which the women have been taught the 
Scriptures, and the way in which their 
capacities have been educed, so that ‘there 
are not a few women who could ‘man’ a 
station themselves, as they occasionally are 
obliged to do in the absence of any material 
for male leaders.” On the whole Mr. 
Smith does not consider Dr. Nevius’ scheme 
as the final solution of “ Methods of Mission 
Work,” but as one method out of many ; 
and perhaps as he says ‘‘there is no ‘best 
way’ of conducting mission work either in 
China or elsewhere.” 

‘We have devoted 80 much space to this 
very interesting opening paper, that we 
must lightly over the others. Tho 
Rev. A. P. Parker's article on “The Chi- 
nose almanac,” is full of valuable informa- 
tion to all residents. in China, who can 
hardly estimate correctly the character and 
actions of the natives among whom they 
live, until they realise the full purport of 
the book by which all those actions are or 
should be directed. Mr. Parker says :— 
“The most important book to the Chinese, 

haps, is their almanac. Not because, 
ike its western congener, it advertises some 
wonderful patent cure-all, nor yet because 
of its jokes. - Its mission is far too serious 
fa one tobe filled up with such useless 
lumber. Neither does its importance arise 
chiefly from the astronomical information 
which it contains, though that is not to be 
disregarded. Its groat object is to give full 
and accurate information for selecting luck 
places for performing all the acts, greatand 
small, of everyday life. And as every act 
of life, even the most trivial, dé for 
its success on the time in which, and the 
direction toward which it is done, it is of 
the utmost importance that every one 
should have correct information available 























at all times to enable him to so order his 
life as to avoid bad luck and calamity ang 


secure good luck and prosperity. Conse 
quently the almanac is perhaps the most 
universally circulated book in China,” 
Doubtless Mr. Parker would be right in 

ing the Chinese Almanac, as he does, 
“a terrible yoke of bondage,” if Chinamen 
really did nothing without referring to it 
and acting on its advice ; but the probabi- 
lity is, that it is in practice more honoured 
in the breach than the observance, at least 
by the Chinese who come in contact with 
foreigners. We do not find that its pro- 
hibitions are allowed to interfere with the 
regular despatch of the steamers of the 
Chinia Merchants’ Company, (though they 
did once with the German mail,) nor do we 
imagine that the Chinese ‘Bradshaw,’ when 
thetimecomes for compiling that cyelopiedia 
of conundrums, will pry any attention, to 
the almauae’s list of lucky and unlucky 
days for starting on a journey. People 
who decline to sit down thirteen at table, 
or who refuse to commence a voyage on i 
Friday, cannot laugh with any great heart- 
iness at the Chinese almanac, and its large 
sale is justified by the facts that it contains 
a great deal of astronomical as well as 
astrological lore, and that all other almanaca 
are prohibited. 

There is only a brief extract from tho 
«Historical Lanvdunarks of Macao,” bringing 
them down to 1838, and including # go 
description of Mr. "Thomas Beale’s great 
aviary at that port. Those who are in- 
terested in schools for Chinese will find 
Mr. Wm. Paton's paper on ‘Educational 
Work in'Swatow” worth rending, It is 
doubtful if the mission field in China can 
spare any labourers for the work in Nether- 
lands’ India; and the appeal for this is 
likely to continue without » Response, 
The author of the paper on‘ Missionaries’ 
Manners,” who signs himself B, Courteous, 
is a better judge than we can profess to be 
of the necessity of his remonstrance. Wo 
should be sorry to believe that avy mis- 
sionary requires to be told that ‘to find 
pleasure in causing pain or inconvenience 
to others—even slight pain or slight. incon- 
venienee—can never be Christian nor po- 
lite.” Students of idolatry will thank the 
Rev. J. Ross fur his list of tho ‘Gods of 
Corea." It is not only in Corea that “‘nino- 
tenths of the worship is by the women, the 
men, as a rule, being disbelievers.” ‘The 
editor writes n very appreciative notice of 
M. Cordier's memoir of the late Mr. Wylie, 
his predecessor in the editorial chair, and 
an equally appreciative notice of Mr. Fryer’s 
Scientific Book Depét. There is a note on 
the recent Social Purity propaganda, which 
would be more to the point if the writer 
of it were better conversant with the fucts, 
and sume shorter notes which do not call 
for special remark. 
































THE ENGLISH-MAIL PAPERS. 
Wartixc of the monopoly in copper, which 
the French Syndicate that has been buyin, 
up that metal and tin, is supposed, and 
probably truly, to have been desirous “f 
establishing, the Spectator gives an inter. .o 
ing account of the effect which the greatly 
euhanced price will have upon trade, Tho 
operations of the Syndicate seemed tu have 
been crowned with success ; they had an 
enormous profit on paper not only on their 
purchases uf tin and copper but on the 
shares of mines—one copper mine having 
advanced 400 per cent. in two months, But 
an unexpected obstacle was interposed :— 


The Syndicate had, as régard copper, been 











just a trifle too successful, and was warned 

the hundred tongues of Paris that it had 
incurred two formidable enmities,—that of 
the French Treasury, and that of the Parisian 
artisan. The French Ministry is absolutely 
bound, by its pledges as well as by public 
opinion, to introduce an economical Budget; 
but at thesame time, with Europe in commo- 
tion and war in the distance, it must comply 
with the requisitions of the War Department, 
‘The most peremptory of these joms is 
anew magazinerifle, aud for that it is need- 
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fnl to provide not only new barrels or new 
breech-chambers by the million, but new car- 
tridges by the hundred million, at once. ‘These 
cartridges are made of copper; the caicula- 
tions were madeat the old price; and in doub- 
ing that price, the Syndicate has upset all 
oficial predictions, and thrown a new and a 
heavy burden on the Budget. The War De- 
partmentis, of course, inexorable; science as 
Yet seems unable to make a cartridge without 
topper; and the Ministry are furious. So 
are large classes of artisans. Paris is the 
nd factory of the world for articles in 
onze, awl of France for articles in copper 
and entire trades are apprehensive that work 
will either stop, or that wages will be reduced 
to make up for the rapid rise in the raw 
‘material, 

Justice, the organ of M. Clémenceau, was 
very outapokcen in its attack on the Syndi- 
cate, and urged, the application of that 
clause of the Penal Code which deals severely 
with trade combinations, or ‘corners’ to 
advance prices. It was the commotion 
which{the operations of the Syndicate made 
in Paris which brought forth the disclaimer 
of having anything to do with the specula- 
tion in copper from Messrs. Rothschild. 
‘The Syndicate, or some one connected with 
it, haspublished rather animpudent defence, 
one of the articles of which is that it has 
really performed a patriotic part in con- 
centiating in F raneethe control of the copper 
ofthe world. ‘The movement among British 
residents in America to become United 
States citizens has naturally attracted great 
attention at home, and the important effect 
which it may have on American politics 
has been fully recognised. As the Spectator 
says, at the close of a lung article on the 
subject 

If the British-American voters succeed in 
making their organisation effective ax a poli- 
tical machine, and then refuse to lend its aid 
except to politicians who have at heart the 
true interests of the nation, we cannot. doubt, 
that they will do great things for American 
public life. With such aims, they might 
easily becoine the rallying-point for the better 
elements in American politics. What, again, 

t them from obtaining the help 
ation of their fellow-Teutons in the 
States? If we leave out of sight a few Soci- 
alist refugecs, the German settlers are, in the 
main, stendy, prosperous, independent, up- 
right, orderly’ ¢i ho desire nothing 
more than regular and efficient government, 
local and central. They have, up till now, 
too often but « small shave in polities. Why, 
since their aims are the same as those of the 
British-Americans, should they not combine 
in the common work of supporting just and 
efiivient government in their new home? If, 
fired by the example just set them, they do so, 
we may be pretty sure that the reign of the 
Irish * boss” in American politics is doomed. 
‘That the effort of the British-Ameriean voters 
will be successful, we most heartily desire, not 
Levauze we imagine that any national advan- 
tage in the narrower sense will accrue to 
England, but because we desire whatever may 
be for the best interests of the English race. 
‘That the movement will succeed im making 
die Americans of British origin a great force 
in the States, we verily believe. “To quote 
the words of their new organ in the Press :— 
“Obviously we are going to be a power in 
Aumerivan politics. Somebody will feel the 
weight of us before long.” 

“The Ideal of a Court,” apropos of the 
recent amiouncement that Baron Albert 
Rothschild will in future be admitted to 
the Court balls in Vienna, will repay read- 






















































ing. 

fa «War and Arbitration’ the Saturday 
deals with the proposals which have been 
somewhat actively urged on the public, 
during the last few months, to submit all 
disputed questions between nations to arbi- 
tration. President Cleveland received a 
deputation of a number of obscure Radical 
members of Patliainent who presented an 
address to him from their parent associa- 
tion at home and received a civil reception. 
In concluding the paper which gives an 
interesting sketch of European wars in this 
century, the writer says :— 

It may be said in excuse for idle projects of 
agbitratjon that they are at least innocuous ; 





but in practice they are exclusively promoted 
by English theorists, and they are calculated 
to hamper the discretion of the English Go- 
ernment alone. Prince Bismarck would pro- 
bably refuse an audience to any amateur poli- 
tician who might  Feopome s judicial inquiry 
into any portion of his policy. English Min- 
isters are less independent, because they have 
followers to conciliate. It may be hoped that, 
even if the complications on the Continent 
lead to war, England will be able to keep 
clear of the struggle ; but it is not certain that 
policy of abstention would be practicable, 
and any reasons which might suggest the 
expediency of taking a part might not be 
popularly intelligible. It is highly improb- 
able-that a quarrel with any State would pre- 
sent a simple issue. Perhaps there is some 
security against an unreasonable reliance on 
arbitration in the probable reluctance of the 
adverse litigant to accept a judicial decision. 
There is another objection to dependence on 
arbitrators in their inabi to enforce their 
decisions. An award which might be morally 
Dining on England might probably be re- 
jected by an opponent who might be disap- 
pointed by the result of an inquiry. It is 
extremely unlikely that any war will com- 
mend itself to the judgment of Englishmen 
unless it is absolutely necessary. ‘There is no 
other Great Power of an eqitally peaceable 
disposition. On the whole, it is better to rely 
on diplomacy than on formal litigation. It is 
true that the intervention of an arbitrator 
may sometimes render a premeditated surren- 
der comparatively plausible and decorous. 
There are other instances in addition to that 
of the Geneva arbitration in which a preme- 
ditated defeat has been intentionally incurred. 
‘The reference to the Pope of the dispute 
between Spain and Germany on the Philippine 
Islands was arranged for the purpose of ad- 
mitting the Spanish claims. 

‘The Cry of the Children” quotes a painful 
instance of cruelty on the part of parents 
and shows the evils which may spring from 
infantile insurance. ‘There is a full account 
of the events in 1887 aud another of the 
business in the year. In the latter it is 
said that the year which began with almost 

nic in the markets, alike for securities 
nd for commodities, is ending with a spirit 
of confidence aud speculation in both, 

The Pall Mull has an article showing 
from returns from England, Scotland, 
Ireland, France and Belgium that the 
number of marriages in all these countries 
has fallen off in the last twenty years. 
‘The marriage rate has declined in’ them 
some 2 per cent. since 1860 and the 
figures all point in one direction and 
all tell the same tale. Europeans are 
not such a marrying peuple now as they 
wore twenty years ago, aud among the 
marrying people we are neatly atthe 
bottom of the tree. ‘* Superstition on the 
Stage ” is a translation from Galignani and 
relates among other things how Patti and 
Sarah Bernhardt believe in the evil eye and 
will not act with men who they assume 
have the jettature. Nor will Patti sing 

ren there is a cross-eyed conductor ; she 
asserts that Offenbach had the evil eye 
aud brought ill luck with him wherever he 
went; that he passed through the Rue 
Lepeletier the night the old Opera House 
was destroyed by fire, when poor Emma 
Livry was burnt alive in the only bal- 
let Offenbach ever had represented at the 
Opera; and that Mdmo. Berthelier died 







































le playing in the Vie Parisienne, for 
which he wrote the score. Other actresses 





hold that it brings bad luck to look at the 
house from the stage except on one side, but 
the convictions of one Indy make the right 
hand side the propitious one, while another 
believes in the left hand side. One charm- 
ing actress will walk miles after a hunch- 
back in order to get a chance of touching 
his hunch, for luck, unawares. Of course 
she will have nothing to do with thirteen at 
table and believes in ghosts. 

‘The opening article in the St. James's is 
upon a telegram which had been received 
from St. Petersburg—its substance was sent 
out here—to the effect that if England choso 
to withhold all help and countenance frown 
the triple alliance she might be relieved at 


‘once of her fears of a Russian advance to 
the Indian frontier. On this the writer 
says :— 
athe merch wed Russian conquest in Central 
ia was long ago. Tt always had 
more than one motive, no doubt; but. the 
chief of them all sprang from the considera- 
tion that if India vould be held at striking 
distance, if Russia could plant herself so near 
to our Indian frontier that at any time the 
whole dependency could be thrown into alarm 
or even menaced with attack, England would 
have much less to say about an Eastern Ques- 
tion nearer home. In that case it would be 
possible for some Czar of the future to declare 
that if England was determined to oppose 
Russian designs in European Turkey, she had 
better send a hundred thousand men at the 
same time to tke care of India, So the 
Central Asian policy of Russia was understood 
by man; t observers, who also be- 
lieved eme could be carried out, 
and would be carried out, if it were not in- 
terfered with in good time. Others, who if 
they were not more competent were yet more 
authoritative with the British public, laughed 
at the “alarmist” view of Russia’s intentions; 
and by parading a special acquaintance with 
“large maps,” a particular knowledge of 
deadly deserts and utterly impassable moun- 
tain ranges, persuaded their fellow-country- 
men that the Russian Generals and the Eng: 
lish alarmists were ull fools together, 


‘The St. James's thinks that Lord Randolph 
Churchill was being crammed at St. Peters- 
Dung with representations that, England 
and Russia should be friends again as they 
were in former days, that England has lost 
more than she has gained by her opposition 
to the grent Slav power, and that the pro- 
ability’ is that he wont to. the. capital of 
the Czar with a view of hearing these things 
on the highest authority and retailing them 
when he came home. ‘The St, James's 
never misses a chance of having a fing at 
Lord Randolph Churchill. Miss Gordon 
Cumming gives a description of Amoy, 
apropos of the explosion of gun-powder 

here and part of 1 letter on the samo 
theme will be found elsewhere. ‘The forged 
letters, which Prince Bismarck denounced 
to the Czar are described by the Berlin 
correspondent of the Times. “They appear 
to have been concocted simply to work on 
the fears of the Czar, and they served their 
purpose, but the forgers never expected 
that his Majesty would meet Prince Bis- 
marek and have it out with him about 
them. ‘The suspicion that the Orleanists 
were at the bottom of the intrigue has 
neither been confirmed nor dispelled, the 
name of the author of the forgeries is with- 
held, and the letters were translated from 
the original German into French before 
publication, An improvement in the rela- 
tions between Germany and Russia followed 
the publication of the letters. 




















A SH OF NEW BOOKS. 

Messrs, Cassell & Cv., Limited, were 
once mainly known as printers of school- 
‘books and dealers in coffee in the enl-de-suc 
at the bottum of Ludgate Hill which keeps 
reen the memory of the mythical 
Becchoutas, but are now one of the it 
and most enterprising of the modern pub- 
lishing firms. They could well afford to 
rest their fame on the magazines they issue, 
whose uunbers every year must run into 
the millions, for there are few more widely 
known in their respective lines than the 
Quiver, Cassell’s Family Magazine, * Little 
Folks’ Magazine, The Women's World, The 
Maguzine of Art, and Cassell’s Saturday 
Journal. These and more than forty other 
serials of various kinds are sent out monthly 
from La Belle Sauvage yard; and to help 
them in spreading the name of Cassell and 
Company new books of all kinds are always 
going forth, from the International Shakes- 
peare at £3.10s. a play, to Cassell’s Na- 
tional Library at 3d. a volume. A batch 
of their new ‘buoks has just been sent us 
through Messrs. Kelly & Walsh, Limited, 

















of Shanghai, and they all of thém do credit 
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to their publishers. ‘The most important 
is the first volume of the Jubilee edition of 
Cassell’s History of England. This history, 
whose author's name has never been made 


public, has for years competed with Charles | 


Knight's larger work as the best modem 
‘non-partisan history of the country. 
The. text of this new edition has been 
revised throughout; it is furnished with 
new and original illustrations, is admirably 
printed and handsomely bound, and the 
published price of this fine volume of over 
600 pages, which carries the story from the 
Roman invasion to 1450 A.D., is only nine 
shillings, The illustrations deserve more 
than a passing remark, ‘The early ones 
are, of course, mainly the work of the 
artists! imagination, but they are drawn 
with great spirit, and as much archweo- 
logical tdelity as is possible ; and besides 
these, there are hundreds 
views, seals and coins; everything that 
can explain as well as illustrate the text, 
‘The style is flowing, neither too ornate nor 
too dry, and—whieh is an unusual ad- 
vantage in a book published volume by 








volume,—each volumie has its own index ;| Shak 


and those whoare in the habit of consult- 
ing books of reference in, several volumes, 
provided only with one index at the end 
of the last volume will know what a 
comfort this is to the student. 

‘The noxt volume before us is the popular 
edition in one volume of Edwin Hodder's 
Life and Work of the Seventh Earl of 
Shaftesbury, K.G. It is only a year since 
the first edition of this book was’ published 
in three Idrge octavo volumes, and it was 
gmphatially one of the bocks ofthe year. 
There were people who sneered at Lord 
Shaftesbury in his lifetime, because they 
disliked his evangolicalism ; but justice 
was done to him when he died, and 
his untiring labours in the cause of the 

x and the oppressed received their 
Que meed of appreciation, ‘That w great 
and wealthy noble like Lord Shaftesbury 
should give up his whole life to the cause 
of philanthropy, was grand example to 
those who: have money and time at their 
disposal; and it is very well that the 
record of his life should ‘be placed in the 
hands of. a much wider circle of readers, 
by boing iatued in this popular one-rolume 
edition. It occupies nearly 800 pages of 
small but very legible type, and every 

of it is interesting ; for it is not merely 
‘a biography of a great man ; it is incident- 
ally & valuable contribution to the history 
of England during the past fifty years. 
Nearly every prominent name and ‘event 
in the annals of England during that period 
ocours in the copious index ; and though 
Lord Shaftesbury’s judgment of men 
‘and things was affectad at times by his 
poculiar religious views, it was a sound 
fone at bottom. Nor was he entirely with- 
out a sense of humour; for when in 1875 
he had been presented on the platform at 
‘Exeter Hall with a donkey by the grateful 
comteemongNesy of whom he was proud to 
call himself one, he remarked as the donkey 
was led down from the platform, “I hope 
that the reporters of the press will state 
that the donkey having vacated the chair, 
the place was taken by Lord Shaftesbury.” 

‘Tt is some distance from the life of Lord 
Shaftesbury to ‘Dead Man’s Rock,” the 
lust sensational story. R. L. Stevenson. 
revived the public taste for stories of adven- 
ture with ‘Treasure Island.” | Rider Hag- 
yard has worked the vein for all it is worth, 
to uso a most expressive Americanism ; and 
#Q,” the new writer, has combined in “Dead 
Man’s Rock” all the blood and thunder of 
Stevenson and Haggard, but with nothing 
of the beauty of style that marks every 
page of the former's work. Itisa thrilling 
story, but the author has not entirely 
overcome the difiiculties of making so 
weird a tale appear probable ; and it is 
helped out by a really excessive number of 
coincidences and murders. But the reader 
who once gets interested in it will not stop 
to criticize, and no one can deny its imagiua- 





of portraits and | Ni, 


tive force. Its great fault is its 
for unhappy 


1. 
Next in the pile comes one of the 
{series known at “Cassell’s Red Library.” 
Strongly and handsomely bound in scarle 

cloth with red edges, this series offerz a selec- 
tion from the works of many of the leading 
authors of this, with an occasional excursion 
into the previous, century. This volume, 
which is No, 36 of the series, con- 
tains Longfellow’s Prose Works, Outremer, 
Hyperion, and Kavanagh. Ivis a work of 
supererogation to say anything about this 
part of Longfellows's contributions to litera- 
ture, which fully deserve to live as long as 
his poetry, and which have never been pub- 
lished in’ more convenient, form in 





5 

Four delicious little books we have left 
to the last, four numbers of Cassell’ 

tioual Library, which is published week- 
ly in paper covers at 3d. each,and in cloth at 
Gd., and wonderful little books these little 
sixpenny fvolumes are. They are delight. 
fully bound, each in a différent colour. Of 
the volumes sent us the first is No. 95, 





kespeare’s King John, with an intro- 
duction by Henry Morley, and with a 
most valuable supplement in the shape of 
nearly the complete text of both parts of 
the older play, The Troublesome Raigne of 
King Tohn, from which Shakespeare tov! 
the scheme and the framework of his own 
drama. Mr. Morley’s name is a sufficient 
rantee for the text. The next is No. 
6, William Beckford’s History of the 
Caliph Vathek, ‘This wonderful tale, which 
was rapidly dropping out of remembrance, 
it is a charity to the present generation to 
revive. It was written, when Beckford 








was twenty-two, in French at a single sit- 
ting of three days and two ni 


‘0 nights. As a 
is worthy to rank 
e Arabian Nights, 
the satire with 
ing on memory, 
that Mr. Morley 
has;toned down the warmest 3 but 
the magnificent scene of the unfortmnates 
in the Hall of Eblis, one of the finest pieces 
of weird description in the language, is left 
intact. It is # picture which no one, who 
once read it, can ever forget. No. 97 is 
Dryden's Poems, and No. 98, Southey’s 
Colloquies on Society. Glorious John’s verse 
will always be read, but it is very doubt- 
ful if there is much of Southey’s prose or 
verse that finds willing readers now, but 
his “Thalaba” and his “Curse of Kehama” 
have still attraction for youth, which the 
“*Colloquies on Society” never possessed. 

















@utports. 


TIENTSIN. 

‘The Revenue returns of the Impetial 
Maritime Customs for the year 1887 amount 
to Tis. 20,386,000, which includes Opium 
import. duty ‘Tls.'2,216,000, and Opium 
Tekin Tis. 4,850,000. ‘The ordinary revenue, 
ie. without the Opium lekin, shews an in: 
crease of over Tis. 400,000 on that of last 
Year, which was the largest on record. _ 

Since Tuesday last the ice in the river 
has increased from 24 in. to 6 in. in thick- 
ness. ‘The mouth of the river has also 

in closed, and as far as the eye can see 
out to sea there is no open water. 

The number of the sufferers from the 
Yellow ‘River inundations, s0 far as has 
been ascertained up to date, was put down 
in the Peking Gazette (of 19th January) at 
1,600,000. — This is the official account, 
‘and. probably under the mark, "About 
Tis. 10,000 has been raised for the unfor- 
tunates in Peking by private subscription. 
aged for the Military Colloge of thi pace, 

or is place, 
Fee ee ee mrunbext to Sion Ha; Kean, 
orth of this, but were not able to land on 
account of the ice. The gunboat thereupon 





| to the order of a 





took the two gentlemen to Chefoo, from 
whence they will come to this place by cart, 
4 niost painful and wearisome journey, ab 
this inclement season especially, of from 
twelve to fourteen days. ‘The two officers, 
who were selected, like Capt. Richter, from 
any competitors, are like hin men of 
much military distinetion aud experience, — 
Chinese Times. 


JAPAN. 


The Satsuma Marw arrived on Mouday 
with dates from Yokohama to the 7th 
instant, and with the Oceanic’s mail of the 
11th of January from San Francisco. The 
Mail publishes an account from the Wash- 
ington Post of an interview with Count 
Mitkiewicz, in the course of which that un- 
daunted adventurer declared that his con- 
cessions were still “‘as firm as the rock of 
Gibraltar,” and that Mr. Wharton Barker 
seas coming to China in person in, January 
to open the proposed bank. The Nichi 
Nichi Shimbun is enlighted enough to con- 
trovert, the so-called patriotic contention 
that for her future music Japan should 
revert to the canons of bygone centuries. 
“The taste of this era has at least ax 
much title to consideration as had tho 
taste of any early, age.” There are about 
one thousand booksellers in Tokio, of whom 
those who deal in text-books, foreign books 
and translations soem to flourish, while the 
number of sellers of Chinese and Japanese 
books is gradually declining. ‘The importa 
and exports of Osaka in 1887 amounted to 
17,320,303 yen and 1,128,587 yen respective- 
ly. Count Okuma, who was for a lot 

time Minister of Finance, but who reti 

from the Cabinet in 1881, owing to a dif- 
ference of opinion with his colleagues, has 











re-entered the Government as Mi ar of 
State for Foreign Affairs. ‘The Japan Muil 
attacks the rule of foreign banks in 





Japan, which obtains in China also, by 
which they refuse to cash cheques payable 

ive, without a foreign 
guarantee of the authenticity of the sigua- 
ture. The vernacular papers wonder Tow 
Count Okuma, who fet the cabinet in 
1881 because he advocated a constitutional 
government on the Englishmodel, hay been 
able to bring himself to rejoin it. ‘The 
‘Mail explains that the present adoption by 
Japan of the German constitution is ara 





& preparation for a-final advance towa 

the English system, and we are deligh 

to hear it. Jiji Shimpo complains uf 
the long delays incurred before the authori- 
ties attend to applications for, permission 
to start public companies. sorts of 
unnecessary obstacles are placed in the 
way of promoters, ostensibly to prevent 
chicanery in the floating of public under- 
takings. The Tokio Electric Light Com- 
pany has declared a dividend for 1887 of 
ten per cent., and added 2,633 yen to 
reserve. A goiown containing waste silk 
belonging to Messrs, Del!'Oro and Co, was 
completely destroyed by fire at Yokohama 
on the night of tho 4th instant. Captain 
Everett of the British ship General Domeille 
which arrived recently at Yokohama with 
several cases of scurvy on board, was tried 
in Yokohama on the 6th for contravening 
the Merchant Shipping Act, and fined £20 
for neglecting to provide the necessary lime- 
juice and £6 for having neglected to serve it 
out.—From Kobe we have papers to the 
th instant. ‘The Hiogo News regnrds the 
appointment of Count Okuma as the inser- 
tion by the “Outs” of the thin end of the 
wedge with which they intend ultimately 
to split the present Cabinet to pieces. 
Kobe continues to increase in sico ; tho 
population on the Ist of January ‘Inst, 
according to the official register, was 72,639 
persons, occupying 26,164 houses, an in- 
crease for the year of 7,387 persons and 
879 houses. Counterfeit’ ten-sen. coins, 
made of brass rubbed over with quicksil 
are in circulation in Kobe. C. N. Cox, 
the mate, and C. E. Beveridge, the boats: 
wain, of the Mucedon, were tried ‘before 











Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


190 


Che 2.-¢. erald and &. €. & C. Gasette. Fes. 17,1888. 








Judge Hannen and a jury at Kobe on the 
7th changed with the mauslaughter of A. 
Bianchi, a seaman of the Macedon, on the 

igh seas. Cox was acquitted, and Beve- 
ridge, who was convicted, was sentenced 
to two years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour, “There has evidently been a good 
deal of snow in Japan this winter, for the 
Kaniwa Shimbun states that the Governor 
of Yamagata Ken was nearly lost in a 
snowdrift while ou his way to Tokio with 
his wife and daughter. His wife, Mrs. 
Shibahara, was for some hours unconscious. 


Oficial Paper, 


DREDGING THE WOOSUNG BAR. 


‘The following is a translation of a des- 

ch from the Viceroy at Nanking ad- 
Rfesod to the Consuls-General and Consuls 
at Shanghai in reply to a joint communica- 
tion sent his Excellency :— 

GuntieMex,—I received your communi- 
cation some time ago, stating that the Har- 
bour-master of the Shanghai Customs had 
drawn nt plans and estimates for the dred- 
ging of the Woosung Bar, and inviting me 
to inform you whether I would order the 
work to be proceeded with, as you had un- 
derstood that the matter was now being 
decided upon. 

T referred to the correspondence, and 
directed the Shanghai Taotai to notify you 
in the first instance what plans he had 
ready for proposal. Later on I received 
his official report. stating that a period of 
sevoral months must elapse before the 
additional steam-launch, iron mud hoppers, 
s&e., being purchased would be ready, and 
requesting me to depute an officer of rauk 
to proceed to Shanghai in order to consult 
‘with him about these purchases and proposed 
mensures, z 

Thave already instructed the Taotai Hu 
to arrange with the Shanghai Taotai to take 
charge of the matter with the co-operation of 
the Const Inspector and to have it properly 
carried out, 

Thave, ete. 


























ed) Tseng, 


Sierauor Gesora, 
1st Fobruary, 1888. 





Meeting. 


SHERIDAN MINING COMPANY. 


Gn Wednesday afternoon an Extraordivary 
meeting of the Shareliolders in the Sheridan 
‘Mining Company was held at the offices 
of the agents, Messrs. Drysdale, Ringer & 
Co,, for the purpose of considering the pro- 
fe submitted to them by their engineer, 

ir. Waters, for the construction of a Mill 
and Inclines in connection with the mine, 
utd for the providing of the necessary funds 
to camry out the work. Mr. J. ML. Ringer 
presided. ‘There was a very large at- 
tondance. - a . 

‘The proposal in brief was to build a 
crushing mill at a cost of $80,000, and 
a system of Inclines and tramways ata cost, 
of $60,000, the entire work takin 
seasons to complete. The estimated gain 
which this expenditure would effect was 

ut down at a saying of two items of six 

jollars a ton, and furthermore the low grade 
ore, which now it will not pay to use could 
‘be made a source of profit. 

The public portion of the proceedings 
was opened by the Chairman stating the 
‘object for which the meeting had beencalled, 
which was to cousider a proposal for the 
construction of Inclines and a Mill in con 
‘nection with the Sheridan Mining Com- 
pany. As Mr. Waters told them in his 
circular, they have now arrived at a point 
of production fully equal to the present 
means of transport, by mules, -etc., and 
63 in two years time they expected to 














finish the shaft and tunnel now under 
weigh, upon completion of which their 
output would be so large that it would be 
absolutely necessary to have increased 
means of transit to as to get their ore to mill. 
‘Mr. Waters thought it his duty to bring 
the matter thus early before the Directors so 
as to avoid loss of time by having the in- 
clines and Mill ready by the time the shaft 
and tunnel are finished, and the Directors 
considered it their duty to lay the matter 
before the shareholders, and take their 
opinion as to whether’ the Incline and 
Mill scheme should be prosecuted or 
not. Before taking steps to provide 
the necessary increase of capital, it was 
necessary to give thirty days’ notice to 
do so, and whatever directions the Share- 
holders give in the matter would be then 
carried into effect. So they had plenty of 
time tothink the matter over. There would 
be no harm done by putting the necessary 
notice in the papers, and getting everything 
in order. Then at'the next meeting, if it 
was not approved of, the only expense they 
would have been at would be that of adver- 
tising. Mr. Waters would explain the 
scheme, which he could do much better 
than he (the Chairman) could. Before, 
however, Mr. Waters proceeded with his 
explanation, it would be as well, as the 
Directors thought it might assist the Share- 
holders in some measure, to give a brief 
sketch of the scheme by which they thought 
the thing could be done, and he would give 
the meeting a short sketch of the proposals. 
‘There were now issued 2,800 shares, and the 
Directors thought that if they were autho- 
rised to increase the capital from Tis. 
300,000 to Tis. 370,000, they would offer 
the Shareholders one new share for every 
four now held, and that would absorb 700 
shares, which’ if taken up at Tis. 180 a 
share, would give Tis. 105,000. That 
would still leave 200 shares unissued 
which at Tis. 150 would give Tis. 30,000, 
which with the Tls. 105,000 would make 
Tis. 130,000, or 140,000 gold dollars, 
quite enough money for the construction 
of mill and inclines. ‘They thought that 
amount of money would be got in three call 
of Tis. 60 each, the first upon allotment, 
the other two at intervals of six mont 
The first payment to bear interest at 
same rate of percentage as may be paid 
to Sheridan shareholders, after the date 
upon which the payment of call is made, 
the second payment to bear interest in the 
same way, and, upon the final payment 
being made, receipts for payment would be 
exchanged for Sheridan scrip. Or perhaps 
the money might be obtained partly or in 
all by the issue of Debentures. ‘That was 
the way in which the Directors thought 
the thing could be done, and he had it 
put down on paper, so that the shareholders 
might see it for themselves. 

he circular containing the particulars of 
the suggestion was then distributed for the 
information of the meeting, after which 
Mr. Waters proceeded to explain by aid of 
maps and plans how the proposals might 
be carried out, and also to give estimates 
of the cost, which information was also fully 
embodied in a circular distributed to the 
shareholders, and it is therefore unneces- 
sary for us to go into here. 

‘Mr. Warers said that there was an 
alternative scheme, the construction of a 
tramway from the Sheridan mine to the 
steel wire tramway of the Pandora Mine. 

Mr. Heap—Would you want a mill in 
the alternative scheme? 

Mr. Warers—No ; but I am convinced 
after most careful consideration that if the 
other scheme was carried out in the way 
explained it would be the best and cheap- 
ost in the end. 

In reply to Mr. J. Sutrsox, Mr. Waters 
stated that the cost of transporting the ore 
by the inclines would be less than 83 a ton. 

Mr, G. James Monnisos—You men- 
tioned another alternative scheme. As I 
understood you, after you get to the mouth 

























of the new tunnel, 
use the present 

Mr. Warers—Yes. 

Mr. Moxnisox—I understand from you 
that it is quite impossible, without making 
some new way, to get the ore down, 

Mr. Warers—Yes. 

Mr. Mornison—And I understand that, 
we at present are getting the ore milled at 
the Pandora and that the cost of construct- 
ing the alternative tramway line to that 
amine, would be twelve or fifteen thousand 
taels? 

‘Mr. Warzrs—Yes, 

Mr. Morrison—And if we ever after- 
wards tried to get a mill of our own that 
twelve or fifteen thousand taels would be 
lost, and we would be in the same position 
again, If you make this alternative road, 
which you spoke of just now, it will after all 
be the'same thing. Is there not another 
alternative to make a tramway of our own 
down to the valley terminating near the 
Pandora? 

Mr. Wares was understood to reply in 
the affirmative. 

‘Mr. Morrisox, continuing, said—We get 
the milling done at the Pandora for 86a ton. 
and Mr. Waters’ estimate that if we had a 
mill of our own it might be done at $4 a 
ton, Now, although I think it quite right 
that we should spend some money on the 
tramways I do not think it necessary that 
we should spend $80,000 to save this 
mioney in milling. 

The Cuamay pointed out to Mr. Morri- 
son that if they had a mill of their own, 
‘the third class ore, which it does not at 
present pay to mill, could be willed at a 

rofit, and Mr. Waters stated that they 
had now 12,000 tons of this third class ore 
on their hands, 

Mr. Moraison said that if it was made 
clear that this third class ore could not give 
a profit at $6 for milling, and could at $4, 
then it was also clear that they should have 
awill, He asked the Chairman was there 
anything to prevent them erecting a mill 
at a future time if they so decided, if they 
carried out the alternative scheme of laying 
a tramway to the Pandora. 

‘The Cxtatvax—Certainly not. 

Mr. Morxisox—The mill does not seem 
to me to be an essential part of the mine. 
We want to make money by inining, and 
not out of the mill, It seems perfectly 
clear that it was the right thing to wbandon 
making the mill above the mine, because 
the expense of working near the mine would 
be much greater than near the valley. 

After some further conversation, 

The Cuarnatan said that last year there 
was an idea that the tunnel aud shaft would 
cost $80,000, but since then Mr. Waters 
was fortunate enough to get a mining 
right upon a barren quartz vein by mining 
on which the work would only cost 
$50,000. 

Mr. Hean—How many months in the 
year would the tramway be able to run? 

Mr. Warers—For more than ten months, 

Mr. L. E. Watter—How long would it 
take to build? 

Mr. Watens—About five or six months, 

Mr. G. T. Verrcu—If an offer was mado 
to the Pandora mine for a larger supply of 
ore, would you say that they would supply 
the extra stamps ? 

Mr. Warexs replied in the affirmative. 

‘The Cuatrman—I suppose if they wero 
to work more they would reduce the cost, 
Perhaps we might get an expression of 
opinion on our suggestions from the meet- 
ing. Those in favour of the whole scheme 
being carried out please hold up their 
hands. 


jou cannot any longer 








‘No response was made in favour of the 
suggestion, while a large show was made 
inst. 


‘The CuarrMax—I will now ask those in 
favour of the scheme of inclines and tram- 
‘ways to hold up their hands, 

. R. M. Carnet said that before 
the Chairman put the motion to the moet 
ing he proposed that they should wait till 
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they saw the accounts to be presented at 
the general meeting. 

The Cuarrman said he did not ask bor 
meeting to pledge itself to anything ; what 
he asked for was merely any expression of 
opinion. 

Mr. Camrpetn said they would have to 
wait 30 days after the notice, and he would 
ask them to delay until after the general 
meeting. He thought that before they 
pledged themselves to authorise the Di- 
rectors in the matter they should first see 
the accounts. 

‘Mr. R. Mackenzie asked, might not a 
delay of 30 days lose the whole season. 

Me. ‘Warers thought it would not matter 
very much. 

ma K. haart hewitt oer iepel 

ro} tramway benefit the Sheridan or 
_ HhelMendote Mining Company. 

‘The CHAIRMAN replied to the effect that 
the Mendota would very likely pay them 
for the use of the line. 

‘Mr. Warers was of the same opinion. 

Mr. G. James Morrison was in favour of 
building the tramway to the Pandora imine 
as long as the latter was willing to stamp 
the Sheridan ore at a reasonable price. He 
had examined the crnestion ‘as to the Men- 
dota making use of the tramway, and it 
seemed to be a very long distance except 
through their working, “Chrough the new 
shaft and the new tunnel, they were in 
& position to charge the Mendota mine 
anything they liked, and of course a 
many of the Shareholders, not unnaturally, 
he thought, wanted to know whether this 
tramway was to be made for the benefit of 
the Sheridan or the Mendota Company, 
(hear, hear, and laughter). 

‘The Cuaiuaan—Just so, (laughter). 

Mr. Bucuanan—Would there be any 
difficulty in getting a site for the tramway. 

‘The Guatiocan replied that it was merely 
a question of price. 

-. Warens in reply to Mr. Veitch said 
the site could be purchased for about 
$4,000 or $5,000, he thought. 

‘Mr. Jaquis—{ suppose you must have 
the mill near runing water? 

Mr. Warens—There would be plenty of 
water there, 

Mr. J. K. Moxniox—Before putting 
this motion about tramways, Mr. Chair- 
man, would it not be as well to enlighten 
the Shareholders as to the nature 
Syren between the Sheridan and the 

fendota Mining Companies. 

‘The Cuarnatan replied that there was no 

cement at presevt, but the Mendota 

fine Company was perfectly willing to pay 

for all the ore that came through the 
Sheridan cutting. 

Morrisox—Has no overture been 

made by the Mendota, that it will connect 





with the Sheridan underground ? 
The CHAIRMAN replied such was not the 
case, 








. Mowrison—As far as I understand 
the Mendota runs above or higher up the 
hill than the Sheridan, and I have been 
told—I don't know whether rightly or not, 
but I came here for information—that 
overtures haye been made by the Mendota 
to the Sheridan to make a shaft into the 
Sheridan, so that the Mendota could get 
their ores up through it in winter. 

‘The Cuarnmax—I never heard anything 
of that before. The Mendota can go on 
working for seven or eight years, yet 
without sending one pound of ore through 
the Sheridan. “They are perfectly inde- 
pendent of the Sheridan for years to come. 

‘The Cuaman in reply to J. K. Morrison 
said that there was only one Director 
of the Sheridan Company—Mr. Alex. Mc- 
Leod—who was not also a Director of the 
Mendota mine. 

Mr. J, K. Monnisox was strongly op- 
posed to the system of having the same 
gentlemen Directors of both comy 
‘Mr. R. M, Campsuxt expressed a similar 








‘Mr. G. Gates observed that it would 
hardly be fair to place @ bar against Di 


sharehok 
j Directors. 





rectors of the Sheridan Company buyi 
Mendota shares. elenind 
Mr. R. M. Camppettadmitted what Mr. 
Galles said, but he thought that as the 
shareholders in the Sheridan Company were 
at present represented by only one gentle- 
man who was not connected with the 
Mendota, the shareholders would very 
much appreciate steps being taken to secure 
a majority of those who were only Sheridan 
rs being placed on the Board of 


Mr. J. K. Mornisox entirely agreed with 
‘Mr. Campbell’sremarks, andsaid thataques- 
tion had just been placed in his handsin refer- 
ence to a connection, through a cross cutting 
between the Sheridan and Mendota mines. 
He asked the Chairman if he had been 
rightly informed that such a connection 
existed and also if it had been by error 
carried into the Sheridan, as was stated. 

‘The Cuarmaan answered that there isnot 
any working connection and that according 
to union, cighte ‘the Miniots bad rm © 
cross cut tunnel through Sheridan ground to 
get totheir vein. The Sheridan had done 
the same thing to the Smuggler Mine. 
Mi. Jaques asked whether it would be 
advantage to get a mill up at once, or 
SMredseee 52 

The Carman said it would take two 
summers to complete it, and by that time 
these would be plenty of ore ready. 

‘The CHarMax in reply to Mr, Campbell 
said there were five Directors and the 
Sheridan Company. Of these Mr. Myburgh 
was resigning on guing home; Mr. James 
Simpson was going through America, and 
it was proposed to re-elect him a Director 
with leave of absence, in order that he 
might visit the Sheridan property with 
more authority than if he was only a Share- 
holder. ‘This would not entail upon the 
Shareholders any expense, except the cost 
of his travelling from Denver to the Mines 
and back again. 

‘Mr. Camroztt—TI have every confidence, 
Mr. Ringer, iu Mr, Simpson and the other 
Directors, but at the same time I must say 
that I thinkitveryinadvisablethatthe Direc- 
tors of both companies should be the same. 
and I think it is most desirable that the; 
should have an interest only in the Sheri- 
= = nut both in the Sheridan and Men- 

ota 








fine. That is my opinion and I feel 


e | it very strongly. 


Mr. Gattes—That is a matter for the 
geueral meeting. 

Mr. Heav—Whiat is before the meeting 
now? (Laughter.) 

The Cxarman—I really don’t know 
(laughter.) I put a suggestion to the meet- 
ing to yet an expression of opinion on the 
tramway scheme, and Mr. Campbell asked 
the meeting to’ refrain from giving any 
expression until after the general meeting. 
Will =F, one second that proposition ? 

Mr. ©. Bocuaxay seconded Mr. Camp- 
bells motion, which was then put and 
carried by a large majority. 

‘On the motion of Mr, Campbell a vote of 
thanks was unanimously accorded to the 
Chairman, and the meeting adjourned. 








Report. 


THE CO-OPERATIVE CARGO BOAT 
COMPANY OF SHANGHAI. 


REPORT 

For the year ending 31st Decomber 1887, to 
be ted at the Annual General Meeting, 
to be held at the Shanghai Club, on Tuesday, 
Qist February 1888, at 2.30 p.m. 

‘The business of the Company for the 6 
months ending 30th June 1887 shows a falling 
off of Tis. 3,166;34 as compared with the cor- 
responding ‘months of 1886 and for the 6 
mouths ending 31st December 1887 a falling 
off of Tis. 490.09 compared with the half year 
ending December 1886. 


Re 











bute it in a large measure to the direct tran- 
shipment now made by steamers, vessels load- 
ing rice and other cargoes alongside their 
respective wharves. 

The credit balance to be dealt 


with amounts to .. Ts. 4,250.99 
topper with ton belenoe rought 
forward from last year .. 835.32 








making a total of, 


which the Directors recommend should be 


appropriated as folows:— 
Returns to Contributors of business 


for the half-year ending 30tl 


1g 30th 
June 1887, 10 7 on Tls. 5,766.72 Tls. 576.67 
Returns to Contributors of business 

for the half-year ending 31st De- 

cember 1887, 10% on Ts. 6,296.55 629.65, 
Dividend to Shareholders of Tis. 3 per 


Share 





‘The Directors retire as provided by the Deed 
of Settlement, but being eligible, offer them 
selves for re-election. 





Amusements, 





THE MERCANTILE MARINE 
OFFICERS’ BALL, 


Those who know—as every one who has 
come to China from the west must—the 
handiness and ability of the sailor, do nob 
neod to be told that when he decides to 
give Ball, every preperation is made and 
carried out with the greatest perfection, 
An absolutely good ball-room does not at 
present exist in the settlements north of 
the Yang-king-pang, though so great is tho 
demand now for such a room, that it 
cannot remain much longer unfilled ; but of 
those we have, the Temperance Hall is as 
‘ood as any. The only drawback is that 
the entrance is some distance from the 
street ; but the sailor or the engineer makes. 
light, in two senses, of such an obstacle as 
that; he builds a'mat and bamboo cor- 
ridor along the passage, carpets it, lights 
it with gas and electricity, lines it with 
flags of every nation, an luces a fairy- 
like ‘diet ina brillant introduction 
to the splendours of the ball-room itself. 
This, under ordinary circumstances a some- 
what dingy hall, he converts into, a hand: 
somely, but not too ornately decorated 
drawing room, with laco-curtains to tho 
windows, tinted shades on the lamps, life 
buoys and anchors and four-bladed screws 
and circles of Indian embroidery, and 
groupe of litle fags, inthe spaces Delreen 
the windows ; and an enormous life-buoy, 
marked ‘S.S. Cosmopolitan, Shanghai,” _ 
and backed by the red ensign, the stars and 
stripes, and the dragon flag of China, above 
the dais, on which are grouped M. Vela 
and the orchestra of the town band, strong 
to grapple with the programme, which the 

ests have to win through in the six hours 
Between 9 p.m. and 3 aan, 




















“Improvisation, 
Original. 
“See-Sare. 
‘Colombo. ~ 


Pirates of Penzance, 
Tender and True. 


‘There are rumours that five hundred 





invitations have been issued, for the hosta 
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are as hospitable here on dry 
they are on the decks of their steamers 
and sailers; and at one time or another 
there must be more than half that number 
present at the festivity, of whom some six 
score are ladies. In fact a botanical cynic, 
with heart as dry as his herbarium, re- 
marked to his disgusted hearer that he had 
at last found the genus wallflower” accli- 
matised in Shanghai. But this was not 
from any lack of dancing men. It was dif- 
ficult to believe that the white-gloved, dress- 
coated, sprightly gentlemen who steered so 
nimblyand dexterously through the crowded 
fairway in the waltz, or charged. at full 








were the men who spend hours on the 
steamer’s bridge in a typhoon, and cheer- 
fully and successfully bear the responsibility 
of running her with a precious cargo of 
ives and goods along a rocky coast at night, 
‘They have well earned such # relaxation as 
that on Thursday night; and it gives them 
another subject of conversation when topics 
run short at the dinncr table, as they are 
conveying their quondam partners to Chefoo 
in the summer, And their passengers 
will tell them that it wasin all respects 
an excellent ball; especially marked by 
the unfailing attention paid by the stewards, 
and their determination to see that nothing 
was left undone that could increase their 
guests’ onjoyment. The floor was in good 
order, so little tiring that there was still a 
fair number of ladies present at half-past- 
two, when the seventeenth dance on the 
Programme was reached. "An excellent go- 
fs-you-please supper was served after the 
ninth dance, and weut on from that. point, 
and the ball itself was not over until about 
four, It nced hardly be said that the music 
was excellent, and the ventilation of the 
ball-room, notwithstanding the crowd, 
better than it cau be at the Masonic Hall, 
where the position of the windows makes it 
inpossible to keep up an equable tempera- 
ture, and one passes in a couple of steps 
fron the pole to the equator, ‘The follow 
ing were the stewards :-—Messrs. M. F. 
Patterson, J. Adkins, T. Shaw, G. H. 
Grayson, ‘J. Hutchinson, J. Low, R. M. 
Andrew, Neeson, W. Young, Outerbridge, 
‘M. V. Lancaster, Clifford, W. Waddilo 
E. Coats, and G. P. Vallack, Captain 
Ferlie being a most genial and eficient 
‘Master of the Ceremonies. 











THE BALL OF THE MARINE 
ENGINEERS’ INSTITUTE AT THE 
MASONIC HALL. 

‘The ladies of Shanghai cannot complain 
of any lack of opportunities for dancing in 
ihe Model Seldtceiend tor ths on ony 
lack of opportunities of making the acquaint 
ance of the ladies under the pleasantest 
circumstances, Ball succeeds ball so rapic 
that the members of the Town Band niust 
dream of dances in the short morning hours: 
that are allowed them for slumber, and the 
horseboys who sit patiently on the broug- 
haus in the cold outside must think that the 
reli m of the foreigner enjoins the passing 
‘of the hours of recreation, and many of the 
proper hours of sleep, in these delightful 
functions. Each association that marks the 
fiight of time, by these annual reunions 
vies with its rivals in making its ball more 
successful than the rest, and none 
could possibly achieve this end better 
than the engineers did on Tuesday night. 
Ts waa honlly ponible to make an auter: 
taimment of this kind more attractive than 
that of the mercantile marine officers on 
Thursday last, but as there is nothing 
forbidden to a sapeur, so there is nothing 
impossible to an engineer. Nor do they 
dyserve such # recreation less than their 
brothers of the deck. It is true that in bad 
weather the engine-room is a mu 
comfortable resort than the brid; 
often the only comfortable on the 
stamumts ; tink tee teaginays’s; bepicion being 




















| a terra-cotta bust on every 
| dered excessively festive in appearance by 


| the animation of the scene. 


j while he is on duty, makes even greater 
| demands upon his courage when the seas 
are breaking into the stokehole, and he 
jhas the chance of being drowned like a 
lrat in a trap, while the deck officer has 
lone chance more for his life in being able 
‘to get clear of the sinking vessel. But 
| there was nothing on Tuesday night to 
suggest the dark side of the engineer's 
profession. From the pavement on which 
they alighted, up through the gas-lighted, 
carpeted and covered corridor, by the 
broad, handsome staircase to the ball-room 
itself, all was brightness and gay colour. 
The ‘Hall itself was simply decorated 
with the houseflags of the various lines 
of steamers running to Shanghai, and with 


wunty wreath on every 
noble, brow, tho dropplag of a leaf here 
and there ver an eye making the wearer 
look as if he were winking at the gay thro 
below hiw. Flowers and mirrors with 
innumerable twinkling jets of gas added to 
Between three 
and four hundred wore or less smart people, 
the committee distinguished by a si 
screw-propeller on the lapel of their-coats, 
came together to make up thetvelfth anual 
bal ofthe engineers, and if they dia not 
enjoy themselves thoroughly, they must 
have concealed their feelings admirably, 
and. it was not the fault of the givers of the 
ceremony, whose names, as below, were 
duly recorded on the programme :— 
ewards:—W. Hardie, President. P. V. 

ice, J. Johnston, C. Bucha- 
D. W. Jones, T. Maceul- 
Reaside, ‘A. Law, F. 
Clifton, A. Shearer, T. J. Smithers, W. 
Bell, R. Beveridge, J. Parlane, W. Pearce, 
A. Murehie. W. B. Buyers, Hon. Secre- 
tary, M.C. A. Robertson, Act, Secretat 

‘Boon aftor nine the tap of ML Vela 
fiddle-bow called the orchestra to attention, 
and from that time, with no other inter- 
mission than the short intervals between 
the dances, until past three on Wednesday 
morning, dance sueceeded dance in un- 
wearied flow, an extra Caledonians even 
being added to the long list set out on the 
following programme :— 

Grand March 
1.—Quadrille, Pantomime 
2.—Waltz, My Queen 
3.—Waltz, Venetia .. 
4.—Lancers, Origi val 
Valtz, Love's Dreamland 

6.—Schottische, Improvisation. 

7. ‘altz, Les Sourires . Waldteufel. 
Caleilonians, Original a 

Waltz, My Pet 
‘Lancer i 


the presence of @ 




































There wasa sprinkling of naval uniforms, 
and its sister service was represented by 
General Kennedy and General Jones. 
The floor was good, the music better, if 
possible, than usual, everybody was in 
capital humour, the Stewards were as atten: 
tive, and the Master of the Ceremonies as 
ubiquitous, as possible, there were dancin; 
men in such numbers that the only wall- 
flowers were so by choice, and so man 
ladios that no man’elio could dance at all 
had to go without apartner. Indeed, in the 
early hours of the evening the floor was so 
crowded—where is that long-awaited Town- 
Hall’—that the most skilful steering was 
required, and was not always there when 
wanted, to prevent collisions, for the en- 
gineers, when they got up steam, made 
twenty knots an hour, with innumerable 
revolutions, easily ; but these collisions were 


only trivial, wereaccepted good-humouredly, 





et, Ten- | 





as a toilsome, hot, aud oily life at all times | as being the fortune of war, and no serious 


damage was reported. ‘The display of 
| smart frocks was one of the finest een Geom 
in Shanghai; there were one or two ex- 
| quisite ones, many ‘ones, and only 
| Here and there one whose colour or cut was 
more amusing than ornamental. The ban- 
| queting hall was furnished with many little 
tables, at which a plain but excellent 
| supper, washed down with beef tea, 
tea and coffee, and aérated waters, was 
consumed at intervals, so that there was 
no crowding, and no interruption to the 
main purpose of the ceremony. There 
was a tine when the engineers’ balls were 
strictly teetotal, but on this occasion the 
rule was relaxed, and champagne was pro- 
vided in the. ladies’ refrestiment. room 
adjoining the hall, while there were rum- 
ours of a quiet den off the stairs in which 
the whisky bottle was not allowed to 
moulder on the shelf. It was three o'clock 
before the last dance was done, and the 
Inst gentle adiewx breathed by 'the tired 
dancers, and the hosts and guests dis- 
persed, mutually congratulating themselves 
that they had just assisted at one of the 
most successful balls ever given in Shang- 


Iver | hai. 





SHOOTING MATCH. 
A shooting match between teams of eight 
from H.M.S. Satellite and No. 1Co. 8.V.C., 
took place yesterday moming at the rile 
range, resulting in a victory for No. 1 Co., 
by 9 points. ‘The weather was unfavourable 
for shooting, in consequence of the heavy 
downpour of rain, The following are the 
full scores of the respective team 

S.V.C, No. 1 COMPANY. 
200 yards, = 500 yards, 
S805:51—-94 4. 6) 

145244—26 
95209324 
965929520 
0562939—21 
BRIT | 
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Correspondence. 





THE YELLOW RIVER, 
To the Editor of the 
Nowru-Catxa Day News, 

Drax St,—The following notes of a 
journey by Mr, Paton from Chow-chia-kow 
to Shanghai ate, I believe, of great value, 
as showing the aspect of things in the 
Southern reaches of the Yellow River, and 
the impressions of an observant spectator 
of the whole matter. There is no doubt 
we can as yet form a very incomplete ides 
of the calamities arising from the outbreak 
of the Yellow River. ‘There are disclosures 
to be made that will be terribly appalling 
in connection with the cities, towns, villages 
and hamlets that have been flooded, but 
which cannot at present be reached, owi 
to the ice and water round about. ‘It is 

t concern to find out what should be 
jone, as well for the future of the river, as 
for the relief of the millions of sufferers. 
‘The experience and advice of Mr. Paton 
we regard as ol ighest cor juen 
and itis earnestly to be hoped that the au. 
thoritiesof China at head quarters will awakg 
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out of their k sleep to the necessities 
of the case. fhe representations con- | 
tained in such letters as have appeared in | 
the N.-C. Daily News, and especially in 
the subjoined communication, will we trust 
‘be seriously considered by those in change, 
and made use of as may be thought best. 
‘We fear that the course now aimed at is 
simply to pursue the lines followed out in 

tages, and close the gap recently made. 
Tersurely, camnot be, however, that. such 
men as the Viceroy Li and the Marquis 
‘Tséng will refuse to avail thentselves of the 
higher skill and enlarged experience of 
foreign engineers now at their command 
for the m ose. We are assured that the 
¥iews of the writers in the Ni-C. Daily 
Nets atid other pipers dré réad aiid pon- 
ered in the highest circles, and cannot 
altogether fail of their effect. 

We are thankful that the Yellow Riv 
Tnundation Fund was started at the in- 
stance of Mr. Paton, and has given rise to 
such valuable contributions as he has 
furnished in his letters, We futher wish 
that the relief to the distressed sufferers 
may be duly administered, and if we may 
express that thought, that’ those who have 
it in their power to diffuse information for 
the guidance and direction of those in 
authority, iu such matters as are now 

essing for solution, will not be behind- 
Tana in doing so. 

‘There is alike room and reason for the dis- 
semination of the principles and practice of 
the Baconian philosopy, and the man who 
is instrumental in drawing attention to the 
subject will be a benefactor to China, 
second only to those who are aiming at the 
moral and spiritual good of this people. 

Tam, Yours truly, 
, ‘Wa. Moruzan. 

Shanghai, 16th Feb. 


‘My Dear Mu. Mummean,—Having re- 
tumed from Honan a few days ago, I now 
ive you a few lines on some of the districts 
FP paleed through, and the condition of 
the country. While in Honan during 
January, we found ourselves completely 
checkmated by the ice-bound waters, and 
the protracted snowstorm, in fact all the 
way down to Chinkiang, up to February 
7th, was one long storm of seventeen days, 
and at latest date, 27th January, the snow 
still blocked my friends at Chow-chia-kow, 
#0 they seem to have a more than usually 
rotracted winter even for Honan, When 
left, the numbers of the sufferers had 
increased considerably and I fear few of 
them would be able to return to their 
homes for the New Year as numbers ex- 











0. 
T took boat on the 2ist January, and ac- 
nied by Mr, Douglas, C.1.M., started 
hhinkiang, by the Gan-hui River. We 
left Messrs. Coulthard, Slimmon and John- 
ston ; the two latter ready to start for dis- 
tribution work, as soon as the roads were 
open. Seventy li eastward of Chow-chia- 
Kow, we passed a wido opening where the 
was rushing fiercely, leaping like a 
newly escaped prisoner, this was part of 
the water which now lies all around in the 
Chin-chow-fu district. Such 2 volume 
would pretty soon drain the district, but it 
is only the present overflow of the river 
and go the water falls but slowly, 

‘The poor f Tks are encamping all along 
the hills, and wore bury raaing huts foe 
themselves, and did not look particularly 
happy on that cold slushy morning. The 
river from this point to Tai-ho-hsien—230 ti 
—was pretty rapid. It stands some three li 
back from the river ; there are sev. 
walled towns here about, the country is as 
flat asa plain can be. Some 90 Ji on we 
p ci-liao-gi, a rowdy sort'of place, 
Tie tanks ‘to. (he bout silo are perhaps 
higher here than anywhere along this part 
of the river. This is the where 
Mr. Johnston, colporteurs and crew, with 
‘one exception (a boy), were murdered 
in’ 1869 "or 1870.” Ying-chow Fa lies 
some Ti inland but a creek goes up to it, 
this is now all flooded and there are very 














evident signa of a good deal of 
wing ni very busy suburb 
along the banks is clean gone’ Ttis very sad 
tosee sucha vast ares covered ; as far as the 
eye could see floods were to be noted. 
was informed that it was 200 li broad ; I 
can quite believe it. The rivers from! 
Southern Honan, as well as the rivers from | 
South, Lungan Chow all join here ; Chen- | 
yang stands therefore in the middle of a sea, 
‘A vast lake must be formed hereaboute, 
It extends eastwards (past Shao Chott) 70 | 
Ui; and south of that district for 701i. “On | 
the north side it was pretty unanimously {| 
stated as 30 li, levelling up the bend of the | 
river as far as Fung-tat Heien, an unwalled. 
district city on the north bank. We heard 
thé “Tien Pao Chu,” supposed to be the 
natives distributors of the Shanghai fund, 
were busy here, but I could not get to 
them, as they were on the flooded district, 
some 60 li away. They were giving 1,000 
cash to adults, and various smaller sums 
according to circumstances, and had found 
out that the money they had with them 
was getting short. 

hada visit from Mr. Reid, of theInland | 
Mission, who told us he did not think there 
was much suffering here, but on pressi 
him, he told me he had’ not been abi 
to see, as he had considerable trouble in 
getting settled in the place. Mr. Dorward 


is away to Chow-chia-kow, and will now, I 
hope, be busy at the work of distribution, 
So there will now be Messrs. Coulthard, 


Slimmon and Johnston, with Dorward and 
Reid. These will all remain in the Chow- 
chia-kow district, and are to be reinforced 
by as large a number as possible at the 
earliest passing ‘of the ice, to allow boats 
to go on. Mr. Stevenson tells me that 
Mr. Tomalin is on the way, too, or at 
Chen-yang-kwan, for the relief work there. 
It iss very important district. It bas an 
immense number of boats always alongside, 
from the big four mast salt-junk down: 
wards. It is the trade distributing place 
for Gau-hui Province. 

‘The Pochow traffic consists of exchangi: 
the northern wares, the northern wen pred 
back an immense amount of old iron, broken 
machinery, cart-wheel rings, and old ship- 
plates from Shanghai, 

‘The river to the east of this place, is 
solitary; the towns being few and far 
between and standing considerably back. 
"The banks are very low, in many places, 
there are only reeds ‘extending inland 
for niany li, Many places were year; 
flooded, "20 they ‘were prepered. accord 
ingly. ‘No fewer than five rivers enter the 
river from the north side, the most of 
the north-west. of Anhui Province being 
low-lying, and full of lakelets, some 
of considerable size. In fact, the whole 
of that district and North-east Honan, 
leaves the impression that at some time, 
not so long ago, it formed one vast lake, 
Tam strengthened in my conviction, by this; 
early in 1886 and last year, I took note of 
a series of dykes and deep canals, in various 
places runing S.W. and N.E. which were 
evidently to catch and send the overflow 
of the Yellow River into the Small Yellow 
River, which is now the only river. 
These dykes were in good condition, 
although dry, and had been so for years, 
yet they have saved the whole country 
to the eastward, including some fourteen 
cities, and confined the present flood to a 
‘comparatively small area to what it would 
otherwise have been. 

Four of the northern rivers strike the 
Hwai River at points where some moun- 
tain, or rather hilly ground sends it on its 
course—first, one opposite Shao-chow 160 
I from Chen-yang Kwan, where the city, 
behind the hills aud invisible from the 
river, is entered through a pass, whore a 
strong gateway is built. The other two 
enter near Hwai-yuen Hsien, where the 
river at a considerable pace. The 
volume of water is bay Aa ded the cur- 
rent about four miles is gorge, on to 
‘Wu-ho Hsien at the end of the Hung-te 
Lake where it receives another tributary 











from the lakes in the north of the proviance. 
‘The current in the Inke was very sensibly 
felt as far as Shu Hsien, on the south border 
of the neck of that lake. The south bank 


I} is built for many miles of finely hewn 


stones, which led us into a fine harbour, 
enclosed by the town on three sides, and 8 
solid wall across the entrance. This 
is an important place, for shelter, and 
asa Lekin Station. The mountain range 
encloses it in horseshoe form, Sene 
fiiié temples dré oh the hills, and good 
building stone in abundance. ' From, this 
e to entrance of streams which flow 
into the Pao-ying and Kao-yu Lakes is 130 
li, It is the same distance to Tsuang-kow, 
where it runs into the Grand Canal above 
Ching-kiang-pu. “ But as we could follow 
the main stream, it led us into the south 
of the Pao-ying Lake, where we entexed 
the Kao-yu Lake through a very deep aii 
swiftstream, amongstislets which divide the 
lake, although it is in reality only one lake. 
‘The largest boats are freely passing. There 
seems to be a great extent of reedy, low 
lying ground on the West side of these 
lakes. In the distance a low range of hills 
is seen. Icrossed the lake to its south- 
east corner, where it discharges in the 
numerous canals, but at last it unites in a 
pretty strong current and crosses ‘‘the” ° 
canal, making a way for itself, and joins the 
Yangtze some miles east of Chinkitng. 

‘There does not seem to be any unusual 
strain anywhere on the Grand Canal, ‘The 
Yellow River discharges as much water into 
the Grand Canal, some 60 li beyond Ching: 
kiang-pu, as to keep it up to ita normal 
height. ‘Of course it does not get ite usual 
quantity north of this place, ‘The Grand 

nal is quite able to carry off the over 
flow of the Lakes, even at the highest rise 
of the River, This has-been more than 
satisfactorily tested this year. 

‘There is no water in the old bed of the 
River which entered the sea in Kiangsu— 
nor need there be any anxiety, or even 
need for that old bed ; for the Yellow River 
is finding more room to accumulate in 
these lakes, and easy discharge into the 

n-any test likely to occur in 















t surprise to me is, why has the 
r not come its present course 
time, Its late route was run 
under difficulties, which no river but a 
China river would do, being like the people, 
somewhat contrary. 

Ifit is the ease that silt elevates the level 
then its present course is just where it is 
needed. And not only 80, but I feel 
somewhat sure that if the silver now being 
buried uselessly in the closing of that 
breakage, was utilised in restraining and 
regulating the present course navigable 
river could be had from Chinkiang to the 
Yellow Riverin Shansi. In fact they have it 
at present up to the course. It would give 
employment to all the drowned-out poor 
people in Honan at present, with the cer- 
Tainty of regaining all their lands in s year 
ortwo. This would quite satisfy them, and 
insure the present comfort of the people. Tt 
would please the Shautung folks, and allow 
them to keep all their strangely recovered 
land, and do away with the heart-breakin, 

juagmires in which the ‘amphibious 
Bhessangibee have revelled all these 26 or 
30 years. In fact the Yellow River eannot 
run much longer through: that district, or 
it will run ‘up a hill”—too much for even 
a Chinese river. 

It has settled the matter for itself, and 
I cannot see how it could do better. Look 
‘at itas I may on the spot, and bearing in 
mind too, the state of the river towards 
Shantung, I sometimes think this is the 
greatest blessing which China has had for 
Fong time. They ean put the river under 
control this year with the minimum of ex+ 
pense and loss of life. The present reser- 
Yoirs,-Hungtse Lake, with the large Kaor 
yu Lake alongside, also the Chenyang 
istrict (part ‘of which ‘way safely be left, 
not much loss ; Honan would be certain to 
recover all right, no danger of the soil being 
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ruined for two or throe years ; judging from 
some of the dried districts,) are the only 
places where they can be retained, to profit, 
or even relieve any future flooding. Asfor 
‘emigration, it would be folly, as very many 
more are needed. Itis one of the richest and 
fineat soils I have seen in China, and I have 
not the least fear that it will be lost. 

‘A canal cut across connecting Pochow 
with the t Yellow River about 50 li 
from Kai-fung-fu, and joining at Shu-shen- 
tain, (a large ma-tow not far from Chung- 

en, but on the east side) would give 
waterway to all these large places, and 
completely secure the country from any 
flooding to the south, these waters would 
expend all their force harmlessly in that 
Inke district discharging at Hwai-yuen. 

But I have run off my course altogether. 
1 suppose it is not likely anything will be 
done, so it is no use in saying any more 
about 

T have not seen many of the articles on 
the Yellow River, nor do I know what may 
be thought of the above, 

I shail have a double interest in noting 
the whole course of the old Yellow River in 
Shantung this summer from its present 
break to the discharge into the Gulf last 
year. I shall then "Rave been across its 
whole course to Shansi. 

I may note that last year's bed is quite 
dry, with the exception of a few holes. 
I walked over it on foot to the east of Kai- 
fung-fu. 

And now let me assure you that the 
money will find its way to the most needy 
‘and atthe time when it is most needed. 
Three parties will be at it by this time, 
and soon may be aided by others, There 
is need for all the sympathy in every form 
which can be got, and I feel inclined to 
thank the donors ‘who have so generously 
responded, but it is their, and our duty to 
do all we can, distributed 5,000 Gospels 
amongst the sufferers, they were in many 
cuses read to companies sitting round, bi 
those who knew the characters, and 
hope they may be blessed to some. It 
haa been the closing of the ice alone which 
prevonted us doing what we would fain have 
seen done ere I came down. 

Ina few days I will hand you a copy of 
the whole course of the Yellow River from 
Shansi border to Chinkiang—in perusing 
which you may understand more cloariy 
some of the above notes. 

T hope to leave early next week for 
Chefoo, and will be very glad if I can 
supply any information you ur others in- 
toreated may want, 

Tam, yours, 
Very truly, 
Tuos. Patoy. 








Abth Feb, 


RAILWAYS IN CHINA. 


To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Cursa Dary News, 

Stm—In giving an account of the inter- 
viewing of Dr. E. M. Grifiith by a reporter 
of the Los Angeles Herald, you say—" He 
(Dr. Grifiith) is said to be also of opinion 
that when trains begin to run, Chinese 
will not got out of their way, and as that 
would be a bad thing for the Chinese there 
would be an uprising. This is absolute 
nonsense, which we hope Dr. Griffith never 
uttered.” 

‘That the notion attributed to Dr. Griftith 
is not without warrant, however, I think 
the following extract wll show. In an 
article on ‘The Coming Slavery” published 
in the Contemporery Reriee for April 1884, 
Mr. Herbert Spencer wrote as follows :— 











Opium.—Closing quotations 


Silk.—From_Messr 
instant, 700 bal 





“Tt ia said that when railways were first 
opened in Spain, peasants standing on the 
tracks were not unfrequently run over 
and that the blame fell on the ongine- | 
drivers for not stopping : rural experiences | 
having yielded no conception of the momen- | 
tum of a large mass moving at a high velo- | 





city.” 

Mir. Spencer proceeds to illustrate the | 
effects of political momentum, aud among | 
other illustrations gives the following 
“When Mr. Pitt said, ‘Let us make relief | 
in cases whero there are a number of 
children a matter of right and honour, 
instead of a ground for opprobriun a1 
contempt;’ it was not szpected, that the 
poor-rates would be quadrupled in fifty | 
years, . and that hosts of ratepayers 
would led down into the ranks of | 


| 
i 








pauperism. : | 
Do not both cases contain lessons for | 
foreigners in China,—the caso of physical 
momentum, as well as the case of political | 
momentum ? | 
Tam, Sir, Hl 

Yours truly, 


Shanghai, 10th Fel 








COREAN MUDDLES. | 





Coreans. What think you of the fact that 
not an ox-hide can be sold to a foreignor 
in the capital if some noble does not be- 
friend the butcher—who of course knows 
how to treat this rare nobility ? 


am, 
Corean Vistror. 
February 1888, 


Hliscellaneous, 
THE YELLOW RIVER REFUGEES, 


(PROM 4 CORRESPONDENT.) 

An agent, Chinese, of the Yellow River 
Funds states, on passing through Chin- 
kiang en route from the flooded districts to 
Shanghai, that there are nearly 5,000,000 
refugees, chiefly centred in the cities of 
Ying-chow and Show-chow. Half of the 
former city is inundated, and the latter is 
surrounded with water. The new Yellow 
River is at present ten times as broad 
as the Yangtze, and in traversing it sight 
of land is lost. The water flows in a 
most erratic and unexpected course, and 
it is impossible to tell when and where it 
may flow to. The money in the hands of 
the agent was only sufficient to relieve half 
of the refugees. It is feared the breach 








To the Editor of the cannot be filled up before April, and the 
Norru-Cursa Dany News. | cost will be some 15 million taols, E. 

As the readers of the Daily News can | Kiangsu, and even that portion 8. of Yang- 
scarcely understand the incoherent news | tze is threatened with a terrible inundation 
which “ever and anon escapes from the | in May if the breach is not repaired, If 
capital of the Hermit nation, it is well to’ itis, and Shantung again suffers, the people 


COMMERCIAL IN 
-Malws, new, at $418 ; old at 430 ; Pati 


lift the veil a little and show the puppetts | there threaten the Governor with trouble. 
engaged in the exciting game of “Huns ! 

the slipper” there. A casual visitor to that | 
capital will discover ere he is many hours | 
there, Ist, that every foreigner is an | 
ardent politician, and 2id, that the politics | 


‘consequence than the relations of Germany 
and France, 3rd, that there are three 
parties among the Coreans, a pro-Chinese | 

ty, a pro-Japanese party and a pro- 

russian party, but no Corean party except 
among some warm-hearted foreigners, | 

Nor will it require months of minute 
investigation to 
whose title by the way granted by the 
Chinese Emperor is the same as the Mongol | 
“princes,” is a poor weak man to compare | 
whom with the amiable and weak Louis | 
XVI would be an intolerable insult to- 
the latter monarch. Let any one who! 
desires to know what pusillanimity may 
sit under “king's” crown get Mr. Lo 
book containing a photograph of the 
man, I never heard of any mode of making 
‘an empty bag stand up save by suspension. 
But the “King” has a father whom. all 
agree to be of both courage and 
intelligence—probably as much as exist in 
the whole present court of his son. The 
king has also a queen with whom he is 
donbtless in frequent consultation. Whe- 
ther she is wise, intelligent or brave is not 
very generally known, but she is unques- 
tionably possessed of a much stronger mind 
than her royal mate. Unlike him she has 
a policy and her policy is opposition to her 
father-in-law. 
that the latter is and almost ever since his 
return to Seoul has been a prisoner in his 
‘own palace, it will be perceived that the 

ywer of the queen is equal to her policy. 











of the “heathen Chi- 
ite it with the adden- 
dum of Artemus Ward, ‘This is a goak.” 
It is not the Chinaman who has for years 








of that nation of paupers are of greater | x, 


liscover that the King, | ¢ 





Chinl 





ng, 9th Feb. 
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ien, from Japan for Shanghai 
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For Henjkong— 
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Now when it is mentioned | 


When therefore you hear of the evil doings | py 


child and a 
Madame Blond 





sucked the blood of the lower orders of 
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fELLIGENCE. 
at $364; Benarer, new, at $358, 


A. Mybargh, Bitley, A. Meo and W. 





Swaxcnat, 17th Febraary, 1988, 


RX! 
Cromie & Burkill’scircular :—London telegrams quote Blue Eephant 12/9. Deliveries of Chinas from let to 12h 


Raw Sizgs.—The market has opened sfter the holidays at unchanged quotations, Lut business bas hardly yet been fairly resumed 


fad settlemeuts of all kinds sre only 250 b 


eles. 
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3d of 100 bales ow a basis of ¥315 for Gold Kil 

Hanconows.—Nothing doing. 

Tatsiaune Twenty tales of White Kabioge have been placol at quotatious. 

Yuxtow Suxs.—A few bales of Szechong have chavged hands at $1774. % 
per Customs Returne, from the 2ud to the 15th February are about 500 bales of White Silke, 30 piculs of Yellow 

pious of Wild Sitke. 

‘Siixs.—Nothing doin 

Waste Sing. —Nothing to re 

SHantoxa Poxaexs,—No 

Fivoboess fees -— 1 SATLE! 
























ing Bear JI at #345, ditto III at ¥330, Gold Kilin at $315, Deer “Vun-loch” at $305. 



































Tavsaant. igs Gold Lily Flower Ting-how” at $385, Yutiow Sink —varebong at ¥1 BLED ee; 
Chop (uomiual) ea, ‘Market Lae $359}, ditto Il at $3425, srohong ab S177, Ke-aueump Taarian—Bet 
1887-38. 1886-87. 1885.86, 1888.5, 1882.94 188: 
Sottlemente for thie mail +. 250 f 510 50 500 none balee, 
44,750, 47,500 50.250 44,500 43,000, 
Stook” .. 2 8350 6.000 3,760 21,500 3, 
Total Arriv i, 88,000 56,250 43,250 64,500}, 
Ff Exelusir market. 
*Brance, te. Total Europe. Judia & Evypt, Coast & Straits, Grand Total, 
Export White Silk 27,052 30,721 338 oO aa Sat bat 
i» Yellow 2985 3,075 2,269 218 
2 wild 2255 3.638 64 266 
5,142 32,092 37,434 721 1458 
Against in 1886-8: 41,201 018 926 45,580, 
oy 1885-8 37,014 6,195 2,300 1,167 W276, 





sent optional, Marseilles or Loudon, 
Also 2,914 piculs Old Silk Wading to Loudou, 
1 yy to Con 
‘Tea,—BrAck.—A fow purchases have beon reporied siuce last mail left, amounting to about 1,300 half-chests at from $94 « 11 per picul, 
‘shewing no obange from prev tee, 
SrocK.—6,200 }-chests against 4,400 }-chests in 1886-1987. 
te Os! not been opened since the Chinese New Year Hulidays, and there has been no business to report during 
1e past week 
Brock, —10,500 4-cheata against 6,830 f-cheuts in 1886-1857. 
EXPORT OF TEA KOM SHANGHAI AND YANGTZE PORTS. 



































From commencement of senson to dat 
1887-83. 1886-87. 
Black, Green, Black. Gremn. Total. 
‘To Great Britain,,, . 51,542,285 Ibe, 7,673,596 Ibe, 


7,087,882 Ibs. 71,789,200 Ibe, 
‘ 11616,350 
18,619,863} 
t publication of ur last circular, Srd instant, th 

jew Year holidays having interrupted business, We have only two snail 
ug trade, from Nagasaki to thie, rates keep very low and we lave but few charters to reourd, 
ez Cowal xt P &O. Mail stenmer Bengal in 2%. 61. per ton for Toa 
‘Yeu aud General Cargo iv £1 por tou aut for 





dineot 
Amerion 
Preights.— 
ww very little doing, in our 
disengaged vessels In th 

For Loni 
and General 
General Cargo 
For New York, via uaual por 

begin her loadi 

























prosee! to Jupan, thera to 
tate, we: Ciro, valued 

ip Betipe i Ton ng at 22, Gd. ‘per ton of 40 
a being well advanced aud the Northern Ports, from 










id of this month. ‘Thore i 
£16 por ton f.0.b. Bey Claymore will follow. V4 
Subib teow, Breight for thie d ‘ful, the Groen Ti 
thence the bulk of General Caro is procurshie, urn atll clow 
‘Diyartures for Lonton vid) Hongkong and Suez C. ole steamers Palamed on the 6th and Orestes on the 11th 
D pwrture for New York vid Suez Caval :—Mogul Li Mogul, vid Foochow, Amey oud Hongkong ou the 5th i 
jewohwang to Swatow, season closed, Cuefvo to Swatow, 10 Mex. oeuts per picul, nomi 
Shangliai, $1.16 per ton of Coal tet, for steata nd 5 $1.00 ex ship, f no enquiry. 
Sertlemente during the fortnight have been yeu, Belgian steamer, 625 ta ‘er, Nagasaki’ to Sh $900 in full, 
despatch.—Johann, 2 snips, $660 in full each trip, despateh,—Hever, German 
steamer, 338 tous regi aki to Shrnghais $1.10 por tou Conl, Int trip ; $1.26 per tou Coal to the Arwrualy 2ud & 
Diseogaged vesavle in port.—A lair, British barque, 400 tous Mary stewart, British barque, 484 tone cogiser, 
Coal.—From Messrs. Wheelock & Co, :—The market has bee ry quiet, little or nothing baving been done since our lost ow 
the Native huiidays, Canpiry:—Nothing done and uo enquiry. AusniGax ANTHRACK? on the nub 
AUSTRALIAN :— Wollongong. —Thore have been no t but we may look for seme deimai 
and we may possibly be able to plac about quotation, Nawcastng, N.S.\V.— 
Taran :—A alightly b tter feeliug hns e: ail a few more cargoes hav 
iit, owing uo doubs to the fact that coal 4 fs more ‘ean obtained at Nagasaik, 
ne ton, 


















































































Japan, ‘Txkasima dust, ex godown, 
» | Miiké Lump, ex slip 

vy dust, €x abip, 
ako, ex ship 





Amer 
Sydney, Wollongong, ex 
0 ex godown, 















ig! 
3 Miiké large, 1 181 ton 
have undergo» 









Hall & Bo 'z 
making 17 per cent, for the y 








jan Mine of 5 per oc 
g 8} per cent, for th- year 
ine sorTcely reowmnin e the CO} few Year heli 
by the Chinese who look furward to a prosperous season, 35 native 





‘The propitiously h 
wks have opened augai 




















7" Datty Qudrarions. 
(From Messrs, Morrisn & Fergnsson’s Weekly Circular.) 
UN Loxpos. France. New Yor«. -| | Inpia. 
a ke | Hone. Ruy 
‘tyteanaters, | Bank 4 m/s. | Credite4 mjs.{ Booty. dm’s, | France dle I ooty, any, ; 08% | aye 








Lowest. Highest.|Lowast, Highest. Maat. Highest |owest. Hignest.| Lowest. Highest. | Lowest, Highest. 






\ 
i 
5.53/5.56] 932 a | 2 a 304% 





11th to 14th Chinese Now | Year, 

Wednesday, 439 437/44 44 | 443 449] 442 445 

Thoraday, 16th .3t 45h) 43% 44 | 4b 442] 4d 4.57 551/353] 93; 933 | 2% sat 
Friday, }70h. 433 4.39) 44 44 | 44d 445 | 445 aay 5.51/5.54] 935 3045 
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4, 391, Bank Bills, demand, 4s. 3§d. Bank Bille, 4 months’ 
‘sight, 4s. did, Private and Documentary, 4 mouthe’ sight, 





t, de, 4d, First-Class 
6 mouthe 






sna 
Hongiong & Shanghai Banking Corporution.—The news that uo prefite for the past half-year would be carried to reserve, 
cansed a deel janree, Busivess was done at 142 per ceut. prom. for cash, and 151 to 152 for delivery on Slat March. ‘The market hat 
‘tluot recovered, and shares have beeu placed at 146 per cent. prem. for cath, aud at 155 per cent, . for delivery on Slat Muy. There 
are buyers at 147 per cent. prem. 
New Oriental Bavk Corporation, Ld.—An 
Shanghai Tug Boat Association, L- 
Shanghai Dock Co ~ Shares are 
China Traders’ Insurance Co., 
North China Insurance Co., 
Union Insurance Society of Ca 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ld. 
China Pire Insurance (o., Lt. 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co. 


























was paid yesterday. 
in stock at $90. 








sol» has been mad 
tock has been in 

been bor 
ual di 













laced at $3724 and $375. 
at 978. 
for 1887, was paid on the 15th inetant, 












Birt’s Wharf Co.—Shares are offering at $25, buyers offer 

Postung Wharf and Godown is reported at £113 for delivery on 30 h June. 
Sheridan Mining Co.—Share at 145 ex div. 

Lo-operative Cargo Boat Co.—The Directors’ Ieport and Sta 


ing of abwreliolders to be 
in 1886, ‘The balauce of 
¥5,086.31, out of whicl 
‘ent, to shareholders, which wi 





a dividend of 3 per 


































































































































| Cas QuoraTions, 
SHARES, No, | Value. [Maid op ; 
| Kenerve, Date. When pa. 
| = 
| Gv.000 | siz | $125 |3.990,000.00 50/30 June 87, * £14 29 Aug.e7] 147 % prom, 
New Orie 84.700 | £10) £10 £115,c02.7.2 sisias7{ —-*3.% [16 Feb, 88] £11 
Shanghat 1,000 | s100 | x100 sialer87] 42% [ta Jen, 8) 590 
Ando-Chin oov0 | £10] 10 1 Dec 865% 20 duly $i] 33. 
150 | ¥1,cuu | $1.00 '31 Deo. 87 7% |7 Feb, 88 3300 nominal, 
| co,oco | ‘x0 }] ‘£13 Is1 Dec. 86) +6% |4June 7] £10 
215c0 | ‘sluv | 3100 *6% |12duly 87] $160 
Shanghi ‘ 440 | a5uv | 2500 *2% |I4Jun, 68) F315 
Tootung Hoek Co. vy | luv) atuU 5% jtdJan. £8] 105 
2,000 | asov | 2100 +6 % |13Jan, 88) $202 
suv | Blue | 4100 | 947,967.07) + oy | 6Suly 87] 187 
24,000 | $83.83 | $26 | $100,000.00) $245,240 04]::0 Apt. 87 20% | 5Sept.o7] $67 
5,000} £200, £50 11203, 484. (7) $433, 308.71) 0 June d7) ‘$23.65 [26 4,1. 67] $275 
10,000 | $250 $25 | $675,000.00] 2371,597. 16/00 Junedd +26 % 87} $90 
Siuuv | £25 | £26 | "¥o6, 060.005 159,858.29)31 Barbi] #39 $8) F109 
s1,oou | g200 | 498,711.60] Vee.86| 3% 87| $205 
$250 $50 | $230,600.00} 80 Sep. 7] 410% £8) $73 
$lu0 | $20 | $200,000.00) 20Junesi, 5% 85] §29 
Bonghoug Kiel suo | $260] $50 $328,567.46)31 Deo. 86, + 85% 87] $375 
Chinn Fie Li. Co, Limited 20,000 | $100 evo |, +183.738.44/81 Dee. d6| 30% i) 877 
Suaite Fire Inswinuce Co. Li gi00 | $20 {$54,620.40/30 June 87 styent| $19 
Singapore Insurance Co, giv} $0 ,897. 02/31 Dec. 86) 44% | 5 Apl.87! §17 
Phun fa, 
aro | arov | $87,589.75) ¥711.27/31 Dee, 67 45, [15 Feb. 8) 5149 
¥50 | 450 | $3,449.46) $3844.31 ° 34% | 8 Deo. $7 323 
stung What & sivo| si00| "S19, 0) 32.291.65): “5% | 9Feb. 8 3109 
Hongkong aud Kewl ou Whi 
snd Godowe Co. Limited..| 17,00 / $200 | $100 Firet year, $i43 
M ining } 
Peink Tin Bining& SmeltingCe,| 5,000! $60] _ $50. '$%28,504.34'31 Dec. 87 None. $20 
Sheridan Bining € 2,800 | a1u0| 3100 ‘¥9,863.95'81 Deo. £6 45 | 10Feb. $8) 51475 
Cargo Bouts. | 
Shanghai Cryo Bost Co... 3,000 | 3200) ‘s200 | $10,300.65, 534.3931 Dec. 87] #5 % ‘31974 
Cormperative Cargo Boat Co. aovo | siuv!) $100 $2,000, ‘4035 32/31 Dec. 86! 92% s49 
Misceituneons | 
Shanghai Waterworks Co, Lal] 6,000] £20} £20} £5,000.00, £1,765.10.9)31 Dec. 86 + 5 % £274 
Shanghai Waterworks Ce., Lil, i 
New Sh -| 3,200 £20 | £10; . 5% |2Apl.87) £14 
Perak Sugar CultivationCe., bes] 6000 | 350} 350 ‘£1 961,41/31 Dee. 86 Sone. S12 
Hell & Holtz Co-op'ave Cory La.! 6,000 ¥2,460.31128 Feb. 87 324 12 May 87) 429 

















LOANS, alValue/ tee! le| when Payable, | Closing. 




















Shanghai Mun, Del entures— Iaeue 1882 000, 000.00] ¥ 100 1% Dec, & June, | 105 nom, 
De. > 1883) 3,000. 45,000.00] 100 as De. 3105 ,, 
De 1885 | 30,000.00) F100 i% Do. F105 |, 
China Merchants’ SN, Ce. Detentures 72,000| £100 7% Quarteriy £1054 
Uhiners hin, Gover Joan 1884 B . $ 500 8% 30th June, $520 
De, do. isssC} $1 14 | ¥ $ 500 8% 15th Vet. 3545 
Le. do. 1895, $1,384,700. $461,71014] — § 560 8% January. $505 nom, 
Dez do. 1886 E|S. ¥ “C0. $759,450.00 250 7% Mar. & Sept | $275 








“For bait-year, | For quarter pear, + For 3 jor equenization of atvidenus, (@) A¥ credit ol underwriting aedoante 
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